


ntion, 


P pro- 
rill be 
coun- 
trong 
de, to 
id un- 
oured 
intry, 
from 
y, the 
) pro- 
n, for 
hear- 
» the 
e the 
with 
> as 
nter- 
ce of 


may 
orth- 


A. 

Pro- 
. Di- 
d on 
t, at 
The 
the 
and 
Di- 
past 


Lon. 


TY 
OF 


S0- 
p's 
ith 
la- 
er- 
yle 
J 
ve 
st- 
or 
ch 
re 









che Gospel 


was onee delivered unto the saints.” Jude 8. 











Ga esscuger. 


“It was needful to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which 


“J will take no man’s liberty ofjudging from hi:n; neither shall any man take mine from me.” 
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For the Gospel Messenger. part; and that the Ministers were ap- 
FAMILY WORSHIP—EVENING prAyER. Pointed by God to take the lead in 
prayer, and to expound the word of 
IT was the mansion of Mr. ******; God, both by preaching and catechi- 
at which I arrived about 9 o’clock on sing. Yes, my dear; I was then 
the night of the 23d of November. speaking of the distinction established 
I reserve for another occasion, some by heaven, between the Clergy and 
remarks on the truly Christian hospi- the Laity, which is too little attended 
tality which distinguished this gentle- to. “But you know, that I am the 
man, and I may say, every member chaplain of our family, and that unless 
of his household. a minister be present, [ pray with 
The scene to which I would now you, and read to you a portion of the 
introduce my readers, which is still holy volume, sometimes in my poor 
fresh in my memory, though a dozen way explaining and enforcing the 
years have elapsed, is the last scene of truth. Yes, papa; but it was only 
the evening in which this interesting last night you reminded us that the 
family were mutualry concerned. Rev. Mr. explained that 
We had been gathered around the chapter in Timothy which you read 
hearth, after leaving the supper table, on Saturday differently from you, and 
about five minutes, when the servant that we must remember, that he had 
modestly approaching, placed near to not only more learning, but that he 
me a little stand with two octavos, of had authority from God, and that we 
uniform size, though of unequal thick- must attach more weight to his reli- 
ness. Not understanding this move- gious opinions than to those of a pri- 
ment, I withdrew my chair and im- vate Christian. I am glad to find 
mediately noticed in the children a your memory, my child, so accurate, 


look of surprise, which I afterwards 
understood as expressing the senhti- 
ment: Does he retire from the Bible? 
Mr. walked across the room 
as if he did not notice the occurrence, 
and evidently to. divert attention; and 
soon after addressed me: My servant 
knows that a Minister always leads 
our devotions when he can be had. 
Will you oblige us? _ [I was so. discon- 





-certed by this mistake that I was si- 


lent, and when just ready to correct 
it, the second daughter, an interesting 
girl of ten years of age, said: You re- 
collect Papa, in our scripture lesson 
yesterday, you told us that the Minis- 
ters and the people had each their 
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and still more, that you are so atten- 
tive to the most important branch of 
your education. 

I now spoke: I am not a minister 
my dear sir, but as a private Christian 
welcome this opportunity of social 
devotion. Ihave ahigh relish for this 
kind of prayer meetings. Alas! that 
they exist in so few families; but I 
never heard a Christian, whatever 
might be his practice, who objected 
to them; who conceived that any 
harm: could possibly come from such 
a source. 

Mr. approached the stand, 
held the larger book with a firm grasp, 
and looking up to heaven, the family 
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all stood up, and he repeated with a 
tone which expressed that the Bible 
was close to his heart, that beautiful 
collect, “Blessed Lord, who hast 
caused all holy Scriptures to be _writ- 
ten for our learning; grant that we 
may in such wise hear them, &c.”’* 

After a short pause, to allow time 
for sitting, he read the second lesson 
for the evening of the day. He made 
no comments. The text was so sim- 
ple that none were necessary. But 
his manner proved that he felt the 
power of the divine word, and an in- 
voluntary glance at his sons, and then 
at his servants, according as they are 
severally addressed in the 2d chapter 
of Titus, enkindled their attention, and 
seemed tobring the truth liome to their 
affections. I was reminded of that 
far more interesting scene, when the 
Saviour read the prediction from 
Isaiah re!ative to his missionsj—when 
the eyes of the whole assembly were 
fastened upon him; and he thought it 
was unnecessary to preach—that the 
simple word uttered in his expressive 
way would produce the utmost im- 
pression. 

And here I would take occasion to 
remark, that in the Passion week, 
when those scriptures which treat of 
the sufferings of the Saviour are read 
in our Churches, the effect on the 
hearers, often surpasses that of the 
most eloquent preacher. And while 
this proves, that the pathos of scrip- 
ture is unrivalled, it proves that true 
eloquence does not need the aid of 
gesture, and that he who enters into 
the spirit of the sacred writings, and 
reads them in a proper manner, with 
understanding and feeling, may be 


* Collect for the second Sunday in Ad- 
vent. 

t Luke iv. 17, 20. 

{ Our correspondent has here fallen in- 
to an error. In the verses immediately 
followmg those which he has quoted, we 
find it said, “and he began to say unto 
them, This day is this scripture fulfilled 
in your ears. And all bare;him witness, 
and wondered at the graciou$ Words which 
proceeded out of his mouth.”—Editors. 


eminently useful, and, indeed, in his 
humble way, effect those great purpo- 
ses, which have been supposed to be 
attainable only by the finished ora- 
tor. 

But to return. Whether my friend, 
for such I may now call him, had the 
knowledge, the reasoning power, and 
the imagination of a great preacher, | 
Know not. His voice was in no res- 
pect remarkable. But he had a large 
portion of Christian sensibility. This 
was the charm of his reading. On 
the same subjects, no one, not inspir- 
ed, could have written as well as Ti- 
tus. And our reader gave his lessons 
their full effect. He closed the book. 
The exhortation “Let us _pray;” 
brought the whole circle on their 
knees. It was indeed an united off- 
ering to our Father and Redeemer. 
The Lord’s prayer was repeated by 
young and old, bond and free, after the 
old gentleman. And the “Amen,” 
distinctly pronounced, seemed ta be 
understood by every one, and all ut- 
tered it. It was more than a hearty 
assent. Itseemed a reply to the good 
feeling of the master and parent, as if 
Thou hast prayed for us, and most 
fervently do we pray for thee. A 
blind man might have detected the 
character of this group, from the va- 
riety of voices in the response. 
There was the lisping accent of the 
child, the soft voice of the female, and 
the unpolished pronunciation of the 
servile class. At the end of the con- 
fession, which is a part of the second 
prayer, I noticed that Mr. 
paused. It was impossible to misun- 
derstand the reason. The remem- 
brance of my sins rushed on me, 
though [ had not before noticed that 
the Church, in a rubric, or note, directs 
this expressive pause, “that every one 
may secretly confess the sins and fail- 
ings ofthat day.” Iafterwards asked 
the youngest child, only 7 years old, 
why his father stopped,and heinstantly 
replied, that we might think of and be 
sorry for, our manifold transgressions. 
What said I, have you, my sweet lit- 
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tle boy, committed many sins already? 
Ah! he replied too many; many every 
day; some bad thought; some wrong 
word, or deed, almost every hour. 
Thus carefully has my friend, mark- 
ed, the directions of the Church, and 
thus successfully has he brought up his 
children, “in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.” 

I was the first who rose from my 
knees, and felt reproved for my, preci- 
pitation, by noticing that every one 
continued, for at least two minutes, in 
their devout posture. This gave me 
an opportunity of witnessing, the pro- 
found devotion which still lingered in 
the hall, which was marked by every 
attitude, and moreover, of noticing 
some other interesting particulars. 

There was a very low whisper 
which showed that the smallest of the 
party was employed in private devo- 
tion. ‘The clasped hand of each one. 
The uplifted eyes of some. The face 
covered by the hands of others. The 
posture bent in some instances, almost 
to prostration, as indicating a deeper 
humility, showed that various emo- 
tions pervaded this assembly. But it 
was evident, that all were engaged. 
There was not the least symptom of 
listlessness. All were devout, or else 
the demeanor (which with much more 
difficulty deceives than the toncue) 
must have been practised in decep- 
tion. 

But their situation respectively, 
could not have escaped any observer. 
The father and mother knelt side by 
side. The two eldest sons; the two 
next, who were daughters, and the re- 
maining two boys, rested upon three 
benches in different parts of the room. 
It was impossible to misunderstand 
this arrangement. It was not pre- 
scribed, neither was it accidental. 
The two whose ages were nearly the 


"same, were, of course, most constant- 


ly together. They also went to 
the same school. Their employments, 
their ements, their tastes, were 
most assimilated, Each loved ail his 
brothers and sisters, but there was a 


Family Worship—Evening Prayer. 35 


preference almost unconsciously exist- 


ing, but very naturally created, for 
that one whose age was nearest his 
own, and with whom he unavoidably 
was most uninterruptedly in company. 
It was this kind of preference which 
drew them, as [ have mentioned, two 
and two, to contact in prayer. And 
was it not significant? United most 
closely in love, most constantly in 
their avocations, was it not_ natural, 
that they especially should be togeth- 
erin prayer; thanking their common 
Father for their mutual affection, the 
source of such pure happiness, and 
asking of his bounty, a blessing on 
their common occupations? Would 
not this recollection bind these bro- 
thers, and these sisters, most firmly to 
each other? 

The two who had played, studied, 
and prayed together, would, through 
life, cling to each other’s society. 
And astheir union had been cemented 
by prayer, may we not hope, that it 
will outlive the present scene; that 
they will be together, for ever, with the 
Lord. In large families, this peculiar 
intimacy between those nearest of age 
often exists. They seem to go forth 
as the Apostles did intethe world, by 
“two and two.” But I have never 
noticed the operation of this éhose in- 
timacy on a religious mind, unfil the 
present instance; and I need not add, 
that it was inexpressibly affecting. it 
seemed to say; We who are together 
so much, of course come together be- 
fore the throne of grace. We walk 
to the house of God in company. 
United in life, we trust that in death 
we shall not be divided; but that our 
immortal spirits will maintain their 
communion, when time shall be no 
more. 

At the lower end of the great hall, 
near to the door, but not without it, for 
the door was shut, as if to remind all 
present to keep silence before the 
Lord, the servants were gathered. 
Not one, as I afterwards learned, was 
absent. Both the domestic servants,and 
the labourers on the plantation,were re- 
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day or other invade thy peace, but his 
triumph will be short. 
Beyond the grave, “there remaineth 


6 
quired to e of this privilege. It 
is true, the whole number did not ex- 
ceed thirty, but had they been twice 
as many, this ample hall could have 
‘accommodated them; and if not, my 
friend would have added to it, rather 
than any one should be shut out from 
a duty so pleasant, so essential to their 
welfare, and that of their owners. 
Who that witnessed this scene, could 
have doubted its efficacy to produce 
contentment, subordination, and grati- 
tude to their master, according to that 


apostolic direction, “They that have” 


believing masters, let them rather do 
them service, because they are faithful 
and beloved partakers of the benefit:” 
And, finally, conformity to that gos- 
pel which, intended for all, is adapted 
to promote at once the happiness of 
the individual, and his usefulness in 
Society; to restrain the evil and to 
pon good, and nothing but good, in 
is heart. “The grace of God which 
bringeth salvation hath appeared 
unto. all men, teaching at deny- 
ing ungodliness and worldly, lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly in this present world.” 

The religious service concluded with 
the singing of the three last verses of the 
4th Psal d though it is quite fash- 
ionablefiow to find fault with Tate and 
spore I question whether any more 
appropriate could have been obtained 

sewhere. With one heart, and one 
rmed. 
The tune was simple, so that all could 
use it, and the sense was evidently em- 
braced by the youngest and the most 
illiterate. After the Gloria Patri, 
the servants retired one by one, ac- 
cording to his position near the door, 
with a sobriety of manner that could 
not be misunderstood. The children 
bid their parents good night, succes- 
sively saluting them. 

After sucha scene, I need not add 
my slumbers. were refreshing indeed, 
though it was some time before the ex- 
citement I had experienced, would 
permit me to sink into repose. 

Happy family! Death must one 


a rest for the people of God.” The 
God and Saviour whom you have ser- 
ved on earth, will welcome you into 
the heavens, and there you, shall be 
gathered together; no more to be se- 

rated from each other, and ever to 

ld communion with the Supreme, 
whom you love with all the heart, and 


soul, and strength. 
ONE. 


? > @0«-- 
For the Gospel Messenger. 
ON THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
(Concluded hen page 6.) 


To the Candidates for the Ministry in the 
Pro. Epis. Church in the United States. 


In the last number of the Gospel 
Messenger, I offered to your attention 


a brief view of the origin of our Theo- | 


logical Seminary, and made some re- 
marks respecting the ability of the pre- 
sent professors, and the state of the Li- 
brary. In continuation of the subject 
I would first particularize 


THE COURSE OF STUDIES. 
First Year. 


1. Hebrew Bible. Stuart’s or Moore’s 
Hebrew Grammar. 

2. The Pentateuch in the Greek Sep- 
tuagint, studied usually with the 
assistance of Commentaries. Pri- 
deaux’s Dissertation on the Septu- 
agint Version—on the Targums, 
Vowel Points, &c. read in connex- 
ion. Also Jennings or Horne on 
Jewish Antiquities. 

3. The Historical Books of the Old 
Testament after the Pentateuch, 
studied in English with Commen- 
taries. 

4. The Gospels in Greek with New- 

come’s Harmony. H s Intro- 

duction to the several” books of 

Scripture. Griesbach’s. various 

readings, the most important of 
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them examined. Middleton on the 
Greek Article, and other critical 
works consulted. 

5. Prideaux’s Connection to the end 
of the Old Testament Canon. 

§. Paley’s Evidences. 

7. Burnet’s Pastoral Care. Claude on 
the Composition of 4 Sermon. Ex- 
tracts on the Duty of Ministers in 
the Clergyman’s Companion. ‘Ser- 
mons delivered in rotation. 


Second Year. 


1. Hebrew Bible continued. ; 

2. The Epistles in Griesbach, with 
commentators. 

3. Ernesti’s Elements of Interpreta- 
tion. 

4. Prideaux’s Connection completed. 

5. Mosheim’s Eccles. History, the 
first four centuries, with reference 
to Eusebius. 

6. Wake’s Apostolical Fathers. 
Reeves’ Translation of the Fa- 
thers with his preliminary Disser- 
tation and Notes. 

7. Butler’s Analogy. 

8. Systematic Theology. Pearson on 
the Creed; connect with the first 
article Clarke’s Lecture on the 
Existence of God. Burnet on the 
first of the 39 articles. A chapter 
in Stillingfleet’s Origines Sacrz on 
the sentiments of the heathen con- 
cerning the existence of God. With 
the 2d article of Pearson read Bur- 
net on the 2d article. Jones on the 
Divinity of the Son. Horsley’s 
Tracts against Priestley, and refer 
to Bp. Bull’s works. Withithe 3d 
article of Pearson, Burnet on the 
5th article. Jones on the Divinity 
of the-Holy Ghost.» With the ar- 
ticle ““Was crucified, dead and bu- 
ried,” read -Horsley’s Sermon, 1 
Peter, iii. 20. The notes to Bp. 
Hobart’s Sermon on the death of 
Bp. Mooré.» Campbell’s Remarks 
on AduHz in his preliminary disser- 


tati , With the article on “He 
rose the dead,” read Burnet 
on the 4th article. Horsley’s Ser- 


mongon the Resurrection. West on 
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- Burnet on the 39 articles. 
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the Resurrection. With the arti- 
cle “Sitteth on the right hand,” 
read Scott’s Christian Life on 
Christ’s session in vol. 3. 


Third Year. 


. Pearson concluded. With the ar- 


ticle “life everlasting,” read 
Dwight’s Sermon on Eternal Pun- 
ishment. Tillotson’s on the same 
in his ist vol. 
In con- 
nexion with the 6th article read 
Doddridge’s Essay on the Inspi- 
ration of the Scriptures in his Fa- 
mily Expositor, vol. 3. With the 
Oth article read the Homily on the 
Misery of mans With the 11th 
article, the Homily on Salvation 
and Faith; also Waterland on Jus- 
tification. With art. 12, Homily 
on Good Works. . With art. 16, 
Secker’s Sermon on the sin against 
the Holy Ghost. Tillotson’s on the 
same, in vol. 1. Waterland’s on the 
same. Whitby’s Appendix on the 
same. With art. 17, Bp. White’s Cal- 
vinisticand Arminian Controversy. 
With art. 27, Bp. White on Bap- 
tismal Regeneration. Jerram on 
Infant Baptism. Wall on the same. 
With art. 28, in Hooker’s Eccles. 
Polity, the section on the Eucha- 
rist, book 5th. Bp. White on the 
Eucharist in his Lectures on the 
Catechism. 

N. B. In connexion with Burnet 
read Tomline’s Elements of Chris- 
tian Theology, vol. 2. 


. Bp. White’s Comparison of Cal- 


vinism and Arminianism, vol. |! 

throughout. In connexion with 
the dissertation on the state of the 
heathen, Heber’s Bampton Lec- 
tures. Laurence’s Bampton Lec- 
tures with the notes. 

Mosheim on 5th and 6th. centu- 
ries; the century before the Refor- 
mation and the 16th, omitting what 
concerns the reformation of the 
English and Scottish Churches. 
* eee s History of the Reforma- 
tion abridged by himself. Collier’s 








.% 
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2 
Church History 
when Burnet sto 

5. Potter on- Church Government. 
For a good Summary consult the 


from the time 


Preliminaty Dissertation to the 

Fasts and Festivals. 

6. Hooker’s Eccles. Polity through- 

_ out. 

. Barrow on the Pope’s Supremacy, 
in connexion with Horsley’s Ser- 
mon on “Thou art Peter,” "tee. 

%. Wheatley on the Common Pray- 
er. 

Numerous other works are referred 
to by the Professors; and lectures 
read in explanation of difficulties that 
occur. ~ 

In the hearing of the Professor of 
Pulpit Eloquence the Service of the 
Church isstatedly read, and he offers 
such remarks as are calculated to cor- 
rect, to direct, to improve, and to en- 
courage tne candidate.- From two to 
four Sermons are weekly delivered 
before him, when he remarks as to 
subject, style, and delivery. 

Such is the course which has been 
pursued, and it will be improved from 
time to time as experience shall sug- 
gest. 

In the review of this course we 
may remark, 

1. What a saving of time it must 
be to a student to have his attention 
directed to those portions only of vo- 
luminous works which it is important 
he should study. 

2. What satisfaction and assistance 
and incitement he ‘must derive from 
the society of those, who are engaged 
with him in the same pursuit. 

3. What improvement may be. ex- 
pected from the student’s being called 
daily to give an account of his pro- 
press, and from the system as to the 
arrangement of his studies and. the 
employment of his time which exists 
at the Seminary. 

4. The many advantages of a liv- 
ing instructer, and of having distinct 
professors for the various branches. 

Let me now ask the candidate at 
home, whether he has any instructer 


at all; or if he has one who can daily 
give him his assistance; and in fine 
whatever be his advantages, whether 
they are such as this course of studies 
offers to him at the Seminary? 


OF THE SOCIETY. 


This is formed for literary and mo- 
ral improvement. It meets weekly. 
Every second meeting is appropri- 
ated to “such religious exercises as 
are calculated to excite and cherish 
hig affections and pious ha- 

For this purpose, a member 

s appointed to read a dissertation on 
some religious tepic of a practical 
nature, on the subject of which the 
members are invited to make remarks 
with a view to their advancement in 
the graces and virtues of the Chris- 
tian life, and in the dispositions and 
habits required by their holy calling. 
The other meetings are appropriated 
to declamation, the reading of a the- 
ses on some theological topic, and 
the discussion of some question in di- 
vinity. One of the faculty usualiy 
presides, and gives his opinion on all 
the subjects which have been before 
the meeting. He opens and closes 
with offices of devotion appointed by 
the faculty. 

The usefulness of such institutions 
is highly appreciated at all our, col- 
leges, and it needs scarcely be added, 
that the private student is of course 
excluded from this means-of improyve- 
ment, and that it is not the least re- 
commendation which our Seminary 
presents. 


OF THE ANNUAL EXAMINATION. 


This takes place statedly in July 
at the conclusion of the term; but to 
accommodate the members of our 
General Convention, every third year 
this examination will. be held in the 
week preceding their triennial meet- 
ing. 

They who have completed their 
course at the Seminary, are required 
to pronounce discourses on theology 
in the presence of the Board of Trust- 
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fees and others who may be invited. 


A certificate is furnished those who 
have satisfactorily passed through the 
studies of the Seminary. A beneficial 
influence on the improvement of the 
student may reasonably be,expected 
from these regulations. =~ 


‘ B oF THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR ADMISSION. 


Candidates for holy orders with 
full qualifications, who have been re- 
cognized by any, diocess, are of 
course received without any exami- 
nation or other testimonial than a 
certificate from their Bishop. 

Other persons must produce evi- 
dence of good moral character,,and, 
unless they have a diploma from some 
college, must stand an examination 
on the general principles of natural 
and moral philosophy and rhetoric, 
and in the Latin and Greek lan- 
guages. 


OF THE EXPENSES. 


The students pay nothing for tui- 
tion. For board including lodging, 
two dollars fifty. cents per week. The 
following statement is probably near- 


ly accurate: 
The session about 40 weeks 


at $2.50, - - $100 
Wood and Candles, 25 
Washing, - - - 20 
$145 


The clothing is not mentioned, be- 
cause that would be an expense to the 
candidate wherever he might be. 
The reduction of the expenses at 
the Seminary places it completely 
within the reach of our benevolent 
societies, and of the scholarships 
which have been created.. The indi- 
gent student need not scruple to incur 
by a loan, the small debt now neces- 
sary to enable him to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the Seminary. Indeed, 


* This ition has been, it is con- 
ceived, in tely called a Commence- 
ment—a term which has reference to per- 
sons commigneing: Bachelors in Arts and 
Masters im Arts. ° 
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industry in school-keeping, or in other 
pursuits prior to his going to the in- 
stitution, or during the vacations, 
would secure to him the small sum 
necessary to meet these moderate 
charges. 

I have now brought to your view 
such information on the present sub- 


ject as may be desired by some of 


you. In conclusion, permit me to 
remark, that if the advantages of this 
institution, and none equal to them 
have ever been offered to our candi- 
dates, are in vain placed before many 
of them; if the number of pupils con- 
tinues to be small, there is some rea- 
son. to apprehend,.that the public 
mind may be discouraged, and that 
the liberality may be diverted which 
would of course have flowed into this 
channel. What member of our 
Church would be willing to incur the 
responsibility of having contributed 
in ever so small a degree to such a 
result—of having been the means of 
inflicting on his justly. beloved 
Church so serious an injury? Were 
it even admissible that a student 
might prosecute his theological pur- 
suits with equal advantage in some 
other situation, respect for the autho- 
rity of the Church, and gratitude to 
those worthy men who have from 
disinterested and elevated motives, 
engaged in building up this institution, 
would entitle it to a decided prefer- 
ence. But, my friends, do not be 
persuaded, such a thing is barely pos- 
sible, that you. can be prepared for 


the ministry as advantageously under 
other circumstances. 


Want of information or of conside- 
ration alone could lead any one to 
question the great and peculiar ad- 
vantages whieh our Seminary affords. 
The comparative merit of private and 
public education is no longer a ques- 
tion. Who can doubt that the colli- 
sion of mind and the incitement 
where several persons are studying 
together, are valuable sources of im- 
provement? 

If it were necessary to advert to 





— — - wae 
ae = ~~ 


Sor - 
>=. on =," 


. Fe 
a er ee 
1 thet i . x 
r- - etd 


> a 


Six. 


OF me 
a 


een ne Se pone 
= mF hr 


~~ sew = 


SE tien 


- - - 
ear chante Sree ae 


_—- 


one 


So a 
—~— 


« 
_—— —~— eo nag 
————a Plate 

~ 


- t ‘ 
ote .- 


gE ue: ~. 


—_* 


~ Meter oe 


PONGES eae oie 
4 , 


& 


40 


any other consideration than a more 
efficient pre n in mind and 
heart for your great undertaking, I 
would mention the pure satis 

which appears to fill the minds of our 
Seminary students, the grateful emo- 
tions towards God and their human 
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Conventions are but remotely concern. 
ed. The power of the General Con. 
vention on this fundamental point, ir 
also much controled. “No alteration 
or addition shall be made in the Book 
of Common Prayer, or other offices ¢ 
the Church unless the same shall be 


benefactors which they feel undera® proposed in one General Convention, 


lively sense of the privileges which 
they now enjoy; the sincere friend- 
ship which they are cultivating for 
each other, and the bright prospect 
which they, love to contemplate, 
when, though separated in body, they 
shall be together in spirit, promotin 

the great cause of their God and Sa- 
viour and of their fellow men. 

These sources of happiness are 
such as.every candidate would natu- 
rally desire, and it may be added, 
their influence on the welfare of the 
Church can be neither doubtful or 


unimportant. 
—eoe— 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


A. 


ON BOLE AL CONVENTIONS. 


Tue Convention, of the Episcopal 
Chureh in this State, takes place this 
month, as it has since 1804, when, af- 
ter an interval of six years;this religious . 
meeting was revived. The neces- 
sity of the State Conventions un- 
der our Ecclesiastical Constitution is 
obvious, for if these should fail, the 
General Convention, which is com 
sed of delegates from the State Con- 
ventions, must also fail, and the 
Church would be without a govern» 
ment. The great purposes of this go- 
vernment are threefold; to preserve a 
uniformity of faith and worship; to 
regulate the introduction of persons in- 
to the sacred ministry, so thet unsuit- 
able officers may be excluded; and to 
devise from time to time, such means 
as may seem best adapted to promote 
the prosperity of the Church; in other 
words, to defend and to enlarge it. 

As to the first; the preservation of 
Chureh unity both as to faith and wor- 
ship, happily, most happily, the State 


and, by a resolve thereof, made known 
to the Convention of every diocess o 
State and adopted at the subsequent 
Convention.” See addition to 
the 8th Article of the Constitution. 
As.to the second purpose of our 
Chureh Government, viz. the guard. 
ing the Ministry from the iroduetiin 
intoyit of unsuitable persons, all the 
red tions are made by the General 
Convention, excepting simply the 
mode of electing the Bishop, which is 
subject to the order ofthe State Con. 
ventions, viz. by ballot or otherwise, 
by the votes of individuals, or of pa 
rishes collectively. 
But even the election is controled 


by the 2d canon of the General Con-f 


vention, which makes it necessary that 
it should be concurred in by a majo- 
rity of the Presbyters residing in the 
diocess. And when the élection has 
been duly made, the recommendation 
of the General Convention, or, should 
they not be in session, ofa majority of 
the Standing Committees, is essential 
to the consecration. Finally, the 
Bishops applied to,* unless satisfied of 
the, fitness of the person presented for 
the Episcopate, will of course refuse 
to consecrate. 

Thus has our Constitution most 
éarefully guarded the door to the high- 
est office in the Church. But with 
respect to all her officers, a like cir- 
cumspection hasbeen indulged. 

No person can be considered a can- 
didate, unless he produces from the 
Standing Committee, a,certificate of 
moral character, and of other qualifica- 
tions. He must be on probation as 2 


* The majority of the Bishops mustcon- 
cur, or no conse¢ration of a Bishop elect 


can take place. See Canon of 1820.— 


Editors. 
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Candidate at least one year... Before 
he can be ordained, he must produce 
three certificates, as to his suitableness, 
one from his Minister and Vestry, one 
from the Standing Committee, and one 
from some Minister, having personal 
knowledge of him for atl@ast one 
year. And he must be examined on 
prescribed branches of knowledge 
jour times for Deacon’s orders, and 
once to be advanced to the Priesthood. 

As to this purpose then of general 
and paramount interest, the securing a 
faithful ministry in all ofits orders, the 
utmost precaution has been . 
The Bishops are chiefly concerned in 
this high trust, for as without the con- 
sent of three* of them, no new Bishop 
can be consecrated, so as it respects 
the lower orderseach Bishop has the 
same ultimate authority. 

The General Convention are much 
concerned in this matter, since their 
testimonial is essential to a conse- 
cration, and as they enact the canons 
regulating the certificates, and the ex- 
aminations of the Candidates. But 
the State Conventions have no_far- 
ther concern with this purpose of our 
Government, than that they appoint 
the Standing Committees, who fur- 
nish the testimonials to Candidates, 
and that they nominatet the Bishop. 
The power of the Standing Commit- 
tee is evidently great, since no one 
can be ordained, or even received as 
a Candidate, without their concur- 
rence. 

This arrangement of our Ecclesias- 
tical system, will bear the strictest 
scrutiny. ‘The Convention is too 
large a body, and they are in session 
for too short a time,'to discharge the 
duties of the Executive department; 
whereas the Standing Committee, be- 
ing easily convened, are always at 
hand to act as occasion may require. 

The third purpose, viz. the devi- 
sing means.for promoting the prospe- 
rity Of theyChurch, is theyproper pro- 

beg? : 


ih majority-of them.— Ed. 
t Elect. See Canon ii.—Ed. 
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vince of our State Conventions. The 
General Convention, of course, are 
not restricted from adopting any mea- 
sures’ favourable to the general pros- 
perity. Indeed, if they*succeed in 
fulfilling those two purposes which 
are specially committed to them, viz. 
the ding of our one faith and wor- 
ship; and the guarding of the sacred 
ministry; they will most effectually 
contribute to the general prosperity. 
But they may, and they ought, to in- 
stitute all other measures which in 
ir wisdom may seem good and 
racticable, for the furtherance of the 
common cause. The Theological 
Seminary, and the general Missiona- 
ry Society, prove that they haye not 
been unmindful of this obligation. It 
is the obvious duty of the State Con- 
ventions, to co-operate in these mea- 
sures designed for the general benefit. 
The General Convention is not com- 
petent to make local regulations, be- 
cause it is not acquainted with the cir- 
cumstances of the diocesses respective- 
ly. If it were competent, it could 
not so conveniently execute those re- 
gulations as an authority,on the spot. 
Its character as a triennial meeting, 
alone renders it incapable of effecting 
many useful purposes; for instance, 
an inguiry into the state of the 
Churches which as a stimulus to both 
Clergymen and people, ought to be 
frequent. 

Who can doubt that measures for 
creating an Episcopate fund; for in- 
citing the Clergy to increased zeal; for 
encouraging liberality in favour of 
erecting and repairing Churches, and 
supporting the offices of religion; for 
reviving old parishes, and for institu- 
ting new ones, may be enacted with 
more effect bya diocesan Convention, 
than they could be by an authority at a 
distance. 

The StateConventions should be 
thoroughly acquainted with the con- 
dition of every parish in their respec- 
tive bounds, and with the — 
condition of the state in general, so 
as to aseertain whether there be any” 

6 
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new situation in which a Church 
might be advantageously planted. 
By standing regulations, this necessa- 
information may be obtained. If 
‘ ey have funds, they may assist 
weak and support the ‘helpless Con- 
gregations. If they have no funds, 
(and this has been the course adopted 
by our Convention) they may en- 
courage by the individual, bounty of 
the members, and by collective appro- 
bation, those Societies designed to 
rear youths of genius and piety, for 
the sacred office, and to send 
Missionaries, and other Gospel ¥ 
sengers. 

If they can do no more than say to 
the slalom Churches “Persevere,” to 
the lukewarm, “Repent,” and to the 
scattered sheep, “Coalesce and unite 
with our association,” their Conven- 
tion will not be in vain. Public sym- 
pathy, and public sentiment, will 
have their effect. 

But why, should we speak of the 
probable usefulness of State Conven- 
tions when we have so much testimo- 
ny from experience? Without refer- 
ring to other States. Consider the 
beneficial consequences immediately 
before us at home. Have we not a 
Bishop’s fund small but promising? 
Have we not a Bishop? I say no- 
thing of the incitement annually pro- 
duced to which we are in a good mea- 
sure indebted, that the waste places 
are restored, and new ground open- 
ed, as this cannot! be brought to the 
test of certainty, nor.«f the conse- 
quent increase of Clergymen, now in 
number 34, whereas in the year 1804, 
when the body was re-organized, there 
were only 11, four of whom did not 
officiate. 

But without a Con ’ , we could 
never have hada and if those 
who have held that tie have great- 

promoted the cause, which no one 
doubts, the importance of these dioce- 

San meetings is sufficiently proven. 

But if this Convention was not a 


Pon of the system of our Church go- 
rm 


ment, the absence of which would 
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derange the rest, and if the example 
was generally followed, eventually 
destroy the whole; if this "Convention 
had no influence either as to the pre- 
servation or the propagation of our 
religious principles—still there would 


be a sufficient recommendation of it 


yin the good feeling which it cherishes, 


and in the innocent, may it not be 
said, exalted satisfaction which we 
know it produces in the minds of its 
members. Man is a social being. 
How delightful is it to the Clergy to 
e at least one opportunity in the 
r to be together——one occasion on 
which they may exchange congratula- 
tions—mingle their joys and sorrows 
a tear to the memory of a de- 
parted Brother, and unite in prayer 
at the altar of the great Shepherd 
and Bishop of Souls. The purpose 
of this association is not to cultivate 
the love of country—and to relieve 
temporal, sufferings. But something 
more noble and more important, to 
cultivate the love of God and to pro- 
mote the immortal welfare of man- 
kind, If men find enjoyment in 
society—surely they will in a higher 
degree in one of this character. 
Every Christian considers it a high 
enjoyment to hold communion with 
his fellow Christians. But how will 
that enjoyment be enhanced when 
he realizes that they have come to 
their Annual wrt he inquire in- 
to the condition of their beloved 
Church, and to consult as to the best 
means for strengthening her authority 
and enlarging her dominion. Surely 
a meeting formed for the express pur- 
pose of endeavouring to promote the 
divine glory and ‘human salvation has 
in it the elements of good feeling—of 
pure and elevated enjoyment. Every 
man who enters into the spirit of such 
a meeting will indeed find it good_to 
be there. 
A Member of the Conv ne n. 
Reader—when thou | wishe » to 
transgress, seek for a place where 
Gop cannot see thee. —Asiat. Pea 
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To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 
ON GOSSIPPING IN CHURCH. 
at . 


Ir you think that the following ob- 
servations may be instrumental in re- 
moving, or preventing, the evil com- 
plained of, you are at liberty to pub- 
lish them. ” 

In the course of a journey of con- 
siderable extent, I spent a few days at 
, and on a Wednesday, was in- 
vited by a religious friend to accom- 
pany him to Church. We arrived 
there a short time before the Service 
began. The first thing which struck 
my attention was, that there were none 
but females in the Church; of whom, 
there were a goodly number, both. of 
white and black. Before the Clergy- 
man came in, some of the Ladies 
were leaning over their pews, and 
talking with each other in so loud a 
tone, that I distinetly heard their con- 
versation. They appeared to me to 
be unconscious whose house they 
were in; and in whose presence they 
stood. If Ido them wrong in this 
supposition, they have themselves to 
blame. There wassuch anirreverent 
demeanour, which I could never have 
expected in persons of their apparent 
age, and respectable appearance. [ 
confess Eefelt myself out of place. I 
went among Christians, to worship the 
Christian’s God and Redeemer; and I 
was endeavouring to improve the 
time, until the service commenced, by 
preparing my thoughts for making a 
sincere confession of my sins, and for 
imploring God’s pardon and prevent- 
ing grace. But. instead of this, I 
found my attention involuntarily 
drawn away from its purpose by the 
idle conversation of thoughtless per- 
Asi two of these Ladies had 





sons, 
not finished.their tete a tete, when the 
Minister was ready to begin the ser- 


“vice, I observed him looking at them 


with a steady Ye and_ reproving 
countenance, ‘and Fthought with the 


hope of arfesting their attention. 
Whether they observect him or not, L 


2 43% 
my | y > 
Md = 
e , 
“ Oe 


4, vi bee 
» 
ale 


>» ADS 


On Gossipping in Church. 


43 


cannot say; but they sat down, and 
the worship of God began. 

I was in a pew separated from 
theirs, only by the aisle. 1 could 
therefore observe and hear every thing 
that passed. And I write it with an- 
guish of heart, that while they were on 
their knees, in compliance with the 
direetions of the rubric, they con- 
tinued to converse, but in a lower tone 
of veice than before, although suffici- 
ently loud for me to hear; and that, 
while the Minister was oflering up at 
the throne of Grace, the most admir- 
able devotional office that was_ever 
composed by uninspired men. ® It 
was the first time, and I pray to 
God it may be the last, that I wit- 
nessed such irreverence and impiety. 
Indeed, I much question whether 
such a scene was ever witnessed be- 
fore. 

I inquired of my friend who these 
Ladies were; and I was astonished 
when he told me, they were very res- 
pectable persons in the higher walks of 
life, and thatsuch an ene, and such an 
one were communicants! ‘Can this 
possibly be true, said [? Are you not 
mistaken? I am unwilling to believe 
that any pious communicant would 
dare to profane with idle conversation, 
the temple of Jehovah! Communi- 
cants would shudder at the thought of 
insulting the living God, in the place 
where he has recorded his name. 
“They love the habitation of his house, 
and the place where his honour dwell- 
eth.” Surely, my friend, you must 
bemistaken.’ Aad it was a relief to 
my mind to hear him reply, that per- 
haps, on this point»he was. I trust 
that he was; for otherwise, these La- 
dies certainly could not be in earnest 
in professing a regard for religion. 
Judging from the behaviour I witnes- 
sed, they could not seriously in- 
tend to worship Ged, when they came 
to his Temple. It. was doubtless 
more in compliance with custom than 
feeling. They went to converse with 
a friend. and not to worship their 
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the Divine Majesty, which are essen- 
tial to the Christian character. If 
they cannot go to Church without in- 
sulting their Maker, they had better 
stay at home.. “God will not be 
mocked.” “Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, saith the Lord.” 

Having remarked upon the glaring 
impropriety of conduct inthese La- 
dies, it gives me real pleasure to add, 
that the rest of thecongregation were 
as serious, and apparently as devout, 
as the Congregation in which I am 
accustomed to worship in this city. 
And this iso little compliment, for I 


ae 
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Maker. In the theatre, it is proba- am acquainted with none that are § per 

ble, such conduct might be tolerated; moreso, — the 

but in the house of God, it is a delib- If these ‘remarks should ever meet wit] 

4 erate insult to his name. But eyen the eye of the persons alluded to, and § jou: 
guy in the theatre, if I am rightly inform- I know that the Gospel Messenger § of a 
mt ed, no gossips are permitted to inter- has Subscribers»where they reside, B pen 
fi rupt the attention of those, who are they will see the impiety of their be- & sira 
Nidin engaged in the proper business of the haviour, humbly ask pardon of God, Bj alre 
aii place. for the offerice, and sin no more. mat 
pul. I was further informed by my QUI CAPIT ILLE_FACIT. Bina’ 
i friend, that these Ladies were remark- Be. ‘ ler 
Vita _ ably punctual in their attendance at -ee- “ae van 
ut Church; and were wi Ep but a ie 
ath | when out of town, or sic in.or , ee the 
nat ‘4 unshjne e kept deen notat howe; Sag To the Editors cf the Gospel Messenger. by 
AW I hae no doubt, if we could ascertain ON MANT AND D°OYLY’S FAMILY § con 
Hae the fact, that they would declare the BIBLE. wor 
pit he eat comfort they derive from the I Am happy to perceive the com- fihe 
hay public worship of God, and acknow- pletion, by the publication of the last Bfurt 
He , ledge it to be the aolecé of their lives, . N umber, of an American edition ofthe mei 
fh i and their chief support, in the down- Family Bible lately published in Eng- Jsult 
gel p ward road of life. In this way do many land, under the direction of “The So- Bguis 
iit well-meaning, but unwary, professors, ciety for promoting Christian Know- fitho: 
iv deceive themselves. “They have a Jledge,” with select Notes prepared Bhav 
" , name to live, but are dead.” Ifthey and arranged by the Rev. George Gillu: 
(gle do not show their faith in their lives, D’Qyly, and the Rev. Dr. Mant. whi 
ng their faith is vain. If the recollection The pleasure which I experience on Bsess 
i ‘} of all that their Redeemer has done this occasion, I cannot, doubt, I share §pre: 
hk for them; if a deep conviction of the with many of the ‘friends of religious by 
i Py depravity of their nature; if an utter truth and Christian knowledge in both vie. 
ie abhorrence of sin; if a sincere contri- hemispheres, who have ioe felt and How: 
Hei) | tion of heart, and a lively sense of deploredthe wantof sucha work, and eve 
i i (y the necessityof a Saviour do not keep who cannot but hail with peculiar sa- fcon 
a: them serious and devout in the house _ tisfaction, the completion of a design foth 
ie of God, they certainly, are not Chris- so honorable to the zeal which sugges- hav 
. tians. ’ They want that humility,that ted, and the industry which executed fgre 
reverence, that awe, in the presence of _ it, and which promises to contribute, Jaen 


so much to the advancement of pure 
religion. I know of no way in which 
time and talents can be employed 
more honorably to their possessor, and 
more usefully to the world, than in the 
illustration of the Sacred Scriptures. 

They are the records of eternal truth, 

they are the way of life, and of salva- 
tion to all mankind; at in what 
manner, let me ask, can talents and 
learning be more profitably bestowed, 

than in the endeaveur to fulfil the be- 
neficent pu Which réigns su 

in the divine mind; and which 

ted the ‘benevolent "eh, “that all 
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nen should come to the knowledge of 
the truth, and be saved.” Impressed 
with this persuasion, I cannot but anx- 
jously hope for the extensive circulation 
of a work, which appears to me emi- 
nently calculated to: promote this de- 
sirable end; and though F trust, it is 
already known and appreciated by 
many of your readers, yet as there 
may be some who have not yet seen it, 
[crave your indulgence for taking ad- 
vantage of your useful publication, to 
present them with a few specimens of 
the manner in which it is executed, 
by which they will be enabled to form 
some judgment of the value of the 
work, and I hope, induced to possess 
themselves of it. Ishall only observe 
further, that.in my opinion» its great 
merit consists in its containing the re- 
sult of the labours of the most distin- 
guished divines and others, especially 
those of the Church of England, who 
have devoted their best efforts to the 
illustration of the sacred volume, by 
which means the reader is put in pos- 
session of the collected wisdom of the 
present and past ages; and enabled, 
by a comparison of the different 
views presented to him, to form his 
own judgment upon every subject and 
every particular embraced in the 
compass of divine revelation, In all 
other Commentaries on the Bible, we 
have the opinion of a single writer, 
great, it may be, in learning, and emi- 
nent for talents, but liable still, to the 
peculiarities of sentiment, or the bias 
of prejudice, from which not even the 
greatest are free. In this we have the 
concentrated light shed by a constel- 
ation of Juminaries, and that which 
one may have left enveloped in dark- 
hess, or shrouded in the mist of doubt, 
or warped and misshapen by the me- 
lium of erromand prejudice, will be il- 
lurninated by other beams, and stand 
olit conspicuous in the effulgence of 
truth. I shall detain your readers no 
longer from that which i§/the princi- 
pal purpose of this brief introduction, 
but proceed teo.make a few. extracts 
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from this valuable work, which, if it 
meet your approbation, I propose to 
continue in a future page. 

I select for the present, the notes on 
Matt. viii. 24—34: being the portion 
of the Gospel appointed for the fourth 
Sunday after Epiphany, which is the 
first of the present month, only adding 
the notes on Matt. iv. 24, there refer- 
red to, which are necessary to com- 
plete the commentary. 

BIBLICUS. 


24. — insomuch that the ship was 
covered with the waves:| So that the 
waves broke over the ship. 

A strong ci rent is caused in the 
lake of Gennesareth, by the river Jor- 
dan passing through the midst of it; 
and when this is opposed by contrary 
winds, which blow here with the force 
of a hurricane from the southeast, 
sweeping from the mountains into the 
lake, a boisterous sea is instantly rai- 
sed, which the small vessels of the 


country are ill qualified to resist. Dr. 
E. D. Clarke. “Wo 
26. — there was a great calm.| 


Not only the wind was laid, but the 
surface of the sea was smooth and le- 
vel, as the word properly signifies; 
whereas, commonly after a storm, the 
water of the sea is for a long time in 
motion. ‘This circumstance assists in 
showing the full force of the miracu- 
lous power which was exerted. Bp. 
Pearce. 

27. — even the winds and the sea 
obey him!| Since it isoftenmention- 
ed as the peculiar property of God, 
“to still the noise of the seas,” Ps. 
lxv. 73 cvii. 25, 293 it is not to be 
wondered that Christ’s disciples should 
conceive there must bea Divine pow- 
er in him, who could perform so great 
a miracle. © Dr. Whitby. 

28. — into the country of the Ger- 
gesenes,| “This country is called 
“the country of Gadarenes” by St. 
Mark, (chap. v. 1,) and St. Luke, 
(chap. viii. 26,) because it lay con- 
tiguous to, or between, the two cities 
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of “eal and Gadara, both within 
the di of Decapolis. Josephus 
informs us, that Gadara was a very 
rich city, and of chief note on that 
side of the country; also that Gerge- 
sa was a place of some’ importance. 
Dr. Wells. 

“The ancient Gergesa, or Gerasa, 
ean be no other than the modern Jer- 
rash. The ruins of this town bear ve- 
ry striking marks of ancient splen- 
dour. I observed there remains of 
several public buildings, distinguish- 
ed by a very beautiful style of archis 
tecture; I found two amphitheatres, 
solid built of marble; some palaces, 
and three temples; also @ whole street 
ornamented on both sides with a row 
of marble columns of the Corinthian 
order.” Seetzen. 

two ssed with devils, | 
‘A man which had devils,’ Luke 
vili. 27; see note there. Respecting 
the “possessed with devils,” see the 
[following] note on Matt. iv. 24. 

24. — those were possessed 
with devils,| Thee has been great 
variety of opin pecting the de- 
moniacal possessions, frequently men- 
tioned in the New Testament. Some 
have theught that persons “possessed 
with devils” were merely madmen, 
and justify their opinion by what is said 
at John x. 20,;He hath a devil and is 
mad;” but, in this present text, a de- 
cisive proof seems to be afforded that 
the phrase “possessed with devils,” 
signifies ns, be distinct from com- 
mon ma because here the pos- 
sessed r devils are expressly men- 
tioned as distinct from “lunatics.” 
And it is most clearly proved at chap. 
viii. 32, that the persons there men- 
tioned were really possessed with de- 
vils, because the cure of mere madmen 
could not have affected the swine, into 
whom the devils entered, to their des- 
truction. Bp. Pearce. 

The notion that the demoniacs, 
mentioned in the New Testamenty 
were merely persons afflicted with 
strange diseases, may be clearly confu- 
ted by several considerations. First, 
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The Scriptures themselves make , 
constant and plain distinction be 
tween the curing of diseases, and the 
casting out devils; Matt. x. 1; Luke 
iv. 40,41. Secondly, Circumstane: 
are related which.show the persons t¢ 
have been really possessed with defn: 
vils; “Christ suffered not the devils toby 
speak, because they kno s hin’ 
(Mark i. 34) “to be Christ,” 
iv. 41. The devils expostula 
Christ, are sent into the herd of: 
acknowledge their name to be Les 
Mark v. 1—14; Luke viii. 27—33§i 
Thirdly, Our Lord puts questions 
the devils, enjoins them to be silent, 
to come out of a man, &c. Mark i, 
253 ix. 25; Luke iv. 41. Fourthly 
Many symptoms show the reality offwi 
the possession; as the great strengthh - 


of the persons possessed, the fear exny 


pressed by the devils of being destroy 
ed, being cast into the abyss, &c. If 


cannot be objected that demoniacs§ . 


were not known before the coming o 
Christ; for Josephus and other wri- 
ters attest the contrary. Annotation: 
on the Gospels 
It is obvious and easy tofind area- 
son why, in the days of Christ and his 
Apostles, evil spirits had more influ 
ence and power over the bodies o 
men, than before or since. .When 
God sent his Son into the world, iif 
was to destroy the empire of sin and—G 
Satan. Evil spirits therefore were 
permitted to range at large, that thefe 
glory of the Son of God might be made 
manifest, in expelling them, in rebuk-By 
ing them, in putting them to openpfwi 
shame, and compelling them to pro- 
claim the dignity of Christ, and to be 
a sort of unwilling preachers and wit- 
nesses of the Gospel. 
held at the same time the vile nature 
and the terrible force of ahose apos- 
tate spirits, and the superior power 
and the great goodness of the Saviou i 
of the world, who delivered miserable 
men from sich dreadful enemies. Dr. 
Jortin. [To return. 
coming out of the tombs.|fine 
The tombs were often caves dug outfzi 
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7 


[ F eh s24. | 











nake 
On De 
and the 
; Luke 
stances 
SONS t¢ 
ith de 
evils te 


hin’ 


»{ the rocks, where persons could find 
helter; and thus robbers, as Josephus 
forms us, were accustomed to lurk 
ere. Dr. Macknight. 

Along the borders of the lake of 
renesareth may still*be seen the re- 
pains of those ancient tombs, hewn 
py the earliest inhabitants of Galilee, 
the rocks which face the water. 
heir nce at the present day, 
Ith gh not noticed by travellers in 
aefpeneral, offers strong internal evi- 

prience of the accuracy of the Evange- 
ist, who has recorded the transaction 
f the demoniacs dwelling among the 
obs. Dr. E. D. Clarke. 
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fark if 29. What have we to do with 
urthly@fhee,| Rather, what hast thou to-do 
ity offwith us. Bp. Pearce. 










to torment us| That is, by de- 
iying to wicked spirits the power of 
orking evil; to confine them inthe 
nbyss, Luke viii. 31. Grotius. 
oniac’ 30. —a good way off| Atsome 
ing offlistance. Dr. Campbell. 

r wrif 31.— suffer usto go away &c.| 
ation} hus he did not send the devils into 
he herd of swine, but permitted them 
ogo. Dr. Whitby. 

32. — and perished in the waters. | 
his is the only miracle recorded to 
ave been wrought by our Lord, to 
he damage of any individuals; and 
hough the nature of the guilt of the 
rergesenes is not distinctly mentioned, 
e may be sure it must’ have been 
treat to require such a punishment. 
or God is infinitely wise, just and ho- 
y, and can never act but for some 
ise, just, and holy purpose, whether 
hat purpose be by us discoverable or 
ot. | Bp. Mann. 

It is not improbable that these 
swine were kept by Jews, contrary to 
heir law; and for the violation of this 
law they might justly incur a tempo- 
| punishment. Or, if the Gada- 
tenes were heathens, their city was 
he metropolis of Perea, a country in- 
habited by disciples of “Moses; and 
heir conduct in keeping swine, be- 
ing a contempt’ of the national reli- 
gion, founded on Divine authority, 
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afforded a just ground for punish- 
ment. Abp. Newcome. 

Christ could not have encouraged 
the notion of real possessions more 
than by his conduct on this oceasion: 
and it is highly probable that this ex- 
traordinary occurrence was permitted 
chiefly to prove the reality of these 
possessions. _ Dr. Doddridge. 

$4. — they besought him that he 
would depart} It hence appears how 
unworthy these Gadarenes were of so 
great a blessing as the presence of our 
Saviour. Instead of feeling gratitude 
and joy at having One among them 
who could command the infernal le- 
gions ashe pleased, they seem only to 
have regarded their worldly profit in 
the loss of the herd of swine, and in 
consequence besought him to depart 
from their coasts. Bragge. 

It is said at Luke viii. 37, “They 
were taken with great fear,” at the 
presence of so extraordinary a Person; 
or they were afraid of sustaining fur- 
ther losses from him. Beausobre. 

[Shall any of us, awakened in some 
degree to a sense of the terrors of the 
Lord, and our own sinfulness in his 
sight, seek, on that account, to hide 
ourselves ind our transgressions from 
his view; and, as these Gergesenes 
did, with = vain hope of impunity, be- 
seech: him to depart from us? Or, 
shall we be contented, as_ those 
wretched evil spirits were, to plead 
with him, that his hour, that our fatal 
hour is not yet come, saying, “Art 
thou come hither to tormentus before 
the time?” No. Forto what end 
should this be? His all-seeing eye 
still is in every place, beholding the 
evil and the good. We cannot hide 
ourselyes from God. He cannot for- 
get us. All things are naked and 
open before him, with whom we have 
to do. Jesus must be with us, in spi- 
rit at least, whether we will or no. 
We cannot be concealed from him. 
If we climb up to heaven, he is there: 
if we go down to hell, he is there al- 
so: if we say, peradventure the dark- 
ness shall cover us, then shall our 
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night be turned to day, Ps, cxxxix. 7. 

No veh ce of , no intensée- 
ness of our fears, | give us wings 
swift enough to fly from the Judge. 
He that shall come, will come, and 
will not ta Even while we con- 
tinue here, his hand is upon us; and 
if we continue in our sin, we are all 
the while like the evil angels, reserv- 
ed even in everlasting chains, unto the 
judgment of the great day.— And why 
indeed should we fly from him? Why 
should we heseech him to depart from 
us? What hope, or wisdom, or help, 
can there be in such expedients as 
these? Is it wise, that the sick man 
should hide himself from his Physi- 
cian; or the poor and needy entreat 
of him to depart from his abode, who 
is both able and willing to supply all 
his wants;. and who has _ repaired 
thither for that very p e? Who 
else but Jesus is there to be the Friend, 

the Physician, the Mediator, the Re- 
deemer, the Saviour of mankind? 
And shall we then of ourselves undo 
all that has been done for us, and by 
our own hands close for ever this only 
door of hope? Dean Wordsworth. | 


—- ao 
To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


REMARKS ON A TOMB-STONE. 







Ir the following remarks should 
fall within. the scope of the Gospel 
lig, Sl you will oblige me, by 
giving them a place)in that work. 

In the grave-yard of St: Philip’s 
Church in this city, there is a tomb- 
stone, on which is the following in- 


scription: 


‘“‘Not doubting to rise to life eternal 
Here rest in peace, the remains of 
The Hon. William Gibbon, Esq. 
First Mayor of this Town, 
Who by his great industry, and 
Application to mercantile affairs, 
in this Province, 
arrived to Honor, and 
an Affiuence of Fortune. 
He dyed the 4th day of March 
in the exalted station of 
One of his Maje.tys hon.ble Council, 
in the year of our Lord, 1724, 


* generally, 
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and of his Age, the 62d. 
Sacred to his Memory, 
is this Monument Erected, 
by his Brother-in-Law, 
John Cayborn, Esq. 


Celi benedictio ditat.”’ 


My object, Messrs. Editors, in 
making this communication, is, to re- 
quest that you, or some of your Cor- 
respondents, would explain what this 
inscription was really intended to 
convey. I do not recollect to have 
heard, nor have I read, that the office 
of Mayor, existed in "Charleston, at 
so early a period. But this may be 
known to others, notwithstanding it 
is not to me. And I should be thank- 
that some person of more leisure, 
and better information, would ascer- 
tain, what may be the fact, and com- 
municate it through the Gospel Mes- 
senger. 

I will merely suggest the following 
remarks: If the office of Mayor does 
not appear from our early records to 
have existed in Charleston, must we 
take this inscription as evidence of 
the fact? 

The names of Gibbon and Cay- 
born, are not known among us now, 
nor do I recollect to have met with 
them in the history of the early set- 
tlement of the Province. May. the 
Tomb-stone have been originally de- 
signed for the burying-ground of 
some other city? ‘Tomb-stones are, 
among the best records of 
contemporaneous events; but they, 
sometimes, are misplaced. An in- 
stance ef this occurs in St. Michael’s 
Church in this ¢ity. On a*tablet up- 
on the south wall, there is an inscrip- 
tion which states, that the deceased 
was buried in the cemetery of that 
Church. This, Iam informed, was 
not the fact; and that the stone, ori- 

inally, was intended» for another 
Chinrelyy in which the ‘body was actv- 
ally interred, and in which his family 
worshipped but from some cause, to 
me unknown, the place of its destina- 
tion was changed. 
4 SUBSCRIBER. 
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For the Gospel Messenger. 
CONVENTIONAL RECOLLECTIONS. 


LooKkineG over the Address of our 
Bishop to the last Convention, the 
elf-inquiry.was natutally suggested, 
Have I avoided as much as possible 
iwreeably to his recommendation, non- 
residence; an evil from which ‘our 
Churchehas suffered greatly wherever 
t has been indulged in? Have I in 
consideration of the necessary absence 
juring the sickly months, been more 
ictive during those months in which 
| could be with my flock? Have I 
remained with them in the spring as 
jong as safety permitted, and returned 
io them in the fall as earlyjas possible? 
| need not state what reply I was able 
i0 make to these queries, but I trust 
ny attention has been usefully turned 
io the subject. 

The religious instruction of the ser- 
vile class who constitute so large a 
portion of our charge, especially in the 
Country parishes, was another topic, 
in that excellent address, the recollec- 
tion of which I trust will prove useful. 

I must be permitted to say, that I 
experienced no small satisfaction in 
recollecting, that my parishioners have 
not been unmindful of the affectionate 
counsel of the Bishop, respecting a 
suitable provision for the maintenance 
of their Minister. ‘The hope isindul- 
zed that it will not be necessary to re- 


‘J peat this salutary suggestion,at the en- 


suing Convention—that we shall have 
the satisfaction of hearing that they 
who preach the gospel. among us, in 
this respect, “sustain no inconveni- 
ence.’ 

It must be gratifyi ing to all the 
members of our Church, to find that 
the important subject of education 
specially introduced to the notice of 
the Convention,,in the Bishop’s ad- 
dress, had exeited a merited attention, 
in the diocesses of New-York, and 
Connectieut, in which measures for in- 
stituting Colleges have been adopted, 
and also, that the General Convention 
passed a resolution in favour of the 
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same important purpose. The reso- 
lutions of Mr. Kean, whichmay be 
seen page 54 of the Journal are con- 
formable to the views expressed by 
our diocesan. 

The marked respect paid by the 
General Convention to the wishes of 
our State Convention, as expressed ai 
their last)session relative to the The- 
ological Seminary will be suitably ap- 
preciated. 

All our recommendations were con- 
curred’ in, and in consequence, the 
expenses of the Seminary are reduced 
to nearly one half—the time of the 
annual examination, will be on some 
day near to the period of the triennial 
Convention, which will give our dele- 
gates an opportunity of being present, 
and taking a part in this concern of 
general and peculiar interest. And 
measures have been adopted for in- 
creasing the funds so as to create a 
sufficient productive capital. Agents 
for collecting in all the diocesses have 
been appointed. The Gentleman 
whose duty it will be to visit this dio- 
cess on this very important business, 
will, I have ne,doubt be welcomed by 
all of our friends, and the pledge of 
our Convention, that South-Carolina, 
will cheerfully co-operate in the mea- 
sures for ensuring “the stability and 
improvement of this valuable estab- 
lishment,” and contribute her full 
proportion to the common fund, be 
promptly and effectually redeemed. 

I observe that those Ministers who 
had not yet preached in favour of the 
Seminary, and those Vestries who 
had not yet had the collections, which 
were to take place at least once in 
each Church, were requested. to do 
so during the year. I trust we shall 
have encouraging reports from them 
at the approaching Convention. 

In accomodation to the wishes of 
this diocess, and those of North-Caro- 
lina, and Georgia, the meeting of the 
next General Convention, will be in 
the month of November, instead of 
May, a season peculiarly inconyeni- 
ent to our delegates. 

( 
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The Committee on the Bishop’s 
fund report 
mount of the common fund, the sum 
of $1056.37. It is feared, that the 
amount this year will not be found so 
much. The devising of means for 
the improvement of both the funds 
connected with this very important 
subject, will of course engage the 
attention of the Convention. 

I recollect last year, it was judici- 
ously remarked by our president, that 
the religious exercises, viz. the Com- 
munion at the opening of the meeting 
and public worship daily, were an im- 
portant part of the business of the 
Convention, and that they ought to be 
generally attended. How can we ex- 
pect the divine blessing on our pro- 

ceedings without invoking it, and with- 
out that blessing what will become of 
those interests to promote which we 
annually convene, atid which we just- 
ly consider of unequalled, yea of infi- 
nite importance? 

The forms of conducting our busi- 
ness and a variety of other circum- 
stances, have a strong and continually 
operating tendency towmake us for- 
get that the meeting is for religious 
purposes. And yet this is a consid- 
eration which ought to be always in 
the mind. To cherish this recollec- 
tion as much as possible is the de- 
sign, and not the least valuable effect 
of the solemn religious exercises to 
which we are called during the Ses- 


sion. 
REMEMBRANCER. 


A 


A Lapy has politely favoured us 
with the subjoined extract, which she 
has translated for the Gospel Messen- 
ger, from an “Essay on Indifference 
in Religion, by the Abbe de la Men- 


nais,” of Paris. While we thank our 


Correspondent for the interest which 
she appears to take in our Publica- 
tion, we respectfully solicit a continu- 
ance of her contributions. 





Extract from De la Mennais. 


ted last year, as the a 
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‘The latter part of this interesting 
extract, reminds us ofthe exertions o 
many pious females, which have giv. 
en rise to institutions of benévolence 
in our own country. The, Ladies 
Benevolent Society; the Female Do. 
mestic Missionary Societies, &c. do 
honour to our City and our religion. 
When we see a number of Ladies in 
the higher walks of life, eminent for 
their piety, and benevolence, uniting 
together more effectually to diffuse 
the blessings of religion and charity, 
among their suffering fellow-creatures: 
When we see them seeking the 
dwellings of the sick and the poor, to 
relieve their wants, to administer to 
the comfort of their families, to pro- 
cure them the ordinances of religion, 
and the means of moral instruction 
for their children, it elevates the hu- 
man character to a point of excel- 
lence, which the irreligious, the indif- 
ferent, and the worldly devotee can 
never attain.. They are instruments 
in the hands of a gracious God for 
good to his creatures, and at the great 
day of retribution, they will hear the 
cheermg sound: “Inasmuch as ye 


have done it unto one of the least of 


these my brethren, ye have done it un- 
to me.” Matt. xxv. 40. Reader! None 
can serve the Saviour without meet- 
ing his reward. “Go, and do like- 
wise.” 


EXTRACT FROM THE ABBE DE LA 
MENNAIS. 


Do you know what a Priest is, 
you whom this name alone irritates 
or causes to smile with contempt? A 
Priest is, by duty, the friend, the liv- 


ing providence of all the wretched, | 


the comforter of the afflicted, the de- 
fender of whosoever.is without de- 
fence, the stay of the widow, the fa- 
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esting ther of the orphan, the repairer of all 
Se the disorders and of all the evils en- 

_ eendered by your passions and your 
€ giv-Biital doctrines. His whole life is but 
lenceffone long and heroic devotion to the 
happiness.of his fellow creatures. 
Who among you would consent, like 
him, to exchange-all the enjoyments, 
all the advantages that men seek 
with such avidity, for obscure la- 
bours, for painful duties, for offices 
the exercise of which wounds the 
heart, or is repugnant to the senses, 
to reap often no other fruit of so ma- 
ay sacrifices, but disdain, ingratitude, 
and insult. You are still plunged in 
profound sleep, and already the man 
of charity, preceding the sun, has re- 
commenced the course of his benevo- 
lent deeds. He has relieved the indi- 
gent, visited the sick, dried the tears 
of the unfortunate, or caused those of 
repentance to flow, instructed the ig- 
norant, fortified the weak, established 
in virtue souls troubled by the storms 
of passion. After a day completely 
filled up with such acts of benefi- 
cence, the evening comes, but not re- 
pose. At the hour in which pleasure 
calls you to spectacles, to feasts, they 
run in haste for the sacred Minister: a 
Christian is near @ last moments, 
reali he is going to die, and perhaps of a 
the contagious malady: no matter; the 

yep good Pastor will not leave his lamb 
to expire, without alleviating his an- 
guish, without surrounding him by 
the consolations of hope and faith, 
without praying by his side, to the 
God who died for him, and who 
gives him, even at this moment, in 
the sacrament of love, a certain 
pledge of immortality.* 

There is the Priest! there he is; 
not such, as judging by some scanda- 
lous exceptions, your aversion is 
tes | Pleased to figure him; but such as he 
A } Feally exists among us. Yes, religion 
is at this day what she was at her 
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le * It need scarcely be mentioned to 

A Protestants, that this alludes to Extreme 
le- F Unction in the Roman Catholic Church — 
fa- § Leditors. 
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origin. There are fewer Christians, 
but Christians are not changed. ‘The 
purest virtues, virtues worthy of the 
first ages, still honour Christianity. 
I do not wish other proof of it than 
those pious associations, those useful 
establishments which a zeal as ardent 
as enlightened forms every day before 
our eyes. How many men and wo- 
men, how many young people, even, 
concealing themselves from view, to 
do good, according to the prece pt of 
the gospel, consecrate to seeking out 
misery and relieving it, the time that 
you give to frivolous amusements, or 
that you employ perhaps in offering 
insult to the holy religion which in- 
spires them with such wonderful de- 
votion. You are not acquainted 
with them, I know it: but they are 
known in the hospitals, in the pri- 
sons, in the obscure retreats where 
the indigence they have relieved bless- 
es them. The charitable lady has 
not forgotten the way that leads to the 
dwelling of the poor, and if you never 
meet her there, it is of you that we 
must ask the reason. 


oe @e«.:- 


To the Editors of the Gospel Messenger. 


CONCIO AD CLERUM. 


In the Concio ad Clerum delivered 
in the Chapel of Yale College, Sept. 
10, 1823, I find the following im- 
pressive remarks on the influence of 
the Christian Ministry, for which I 
ask a place in your publication. 


“The signs of the times especially 
demand that ministers of the Gospel, 
by the active duties of their office, as 
well as by their public ministrations, 
acquire and exert, a moral influence 
among the people of their charge. 
That the open irreligion and bold li- 
centiousness of the day are no reason- 
able occasion for surprise, we have al- 
ready intimated: but that they have a 
solemn bearing upon the obligations 
of the constituted guardians of the 
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church, is,’ at least in this section of 
country, wery manifest. The laws, 
which were originally intended to 
guard'the inheritance which has »de- 
scended to us, have nearly lost their 
power. The sabbathis abandoned to 
almost unrestrained violation. In- 
temperance stalks abroad with deso- 
lating progress. Impiety and immo- 
rality in almost every form, bid defi- 
ance to the arm oflaw. In these cir- 
cumstances, it is as evident as the ex- 
perience of the world can make it, that 
unless this disregard of legal restraint 
be counteracted by moral influence, 
the social and religious privileges, 
which have rendered our native hills 
and vallies the brightest spot upon the 
globe, must be surrendered. Only by 
an influence applied directly to the 
minds of men, can they be preserved. 
Here an influence may be exerted 
which, though silent and gradual in 
its Operation, is often extensively ef- 
fectual. Here it is that the dema- 
gogue so successfully applies his pow- 
er. He watches the unstable ocean of 
human minds; he sees it driven to 
and fro by the violence of prejudice 
and passion; he rouses these potent 
elements; and moves the mighty mass 
obedientto his will. And, my Breth- 


“ren, there is a counteracting influence 


which may be applied to human 
minds; the influence of moral truth 
addressed to the conscience and the 
heart; the influence, which, by the 
efficiency of Him who commanded 
the winds and the waves and they o- 
beyed him, is sufficient to still the tu- 
multof the people. For the applica- 
tion of this influence, evangelical pas- 
tors have peculiar advantage. To 
them is committed the dispensation of 
the Gospel, in all its persuasive ener- 
gy and its eternal sanctions. They 
address the assembled multitude in 
circumstances most favourable for 
impression. They are the over- 
seers of the churches; whose mem- 
bers are scattered over almost every 
neighbourhood, and are conversant 
with almost every family in the land, 
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and may be expected by their examplegiWas! 
and communications under faithiulh.ma 
pastoral care, to bear a persuasiyg 
testimony against prevailing sins, an¢ 
are sanctified and spread abroad foge°™ 
the very purpose of their »being ‘thegment 
salt of the earth.” They also havekion 
the most favourable access to the fi hey 
milies and schools of their charge, and ity 
a power which none others have, off 
diffusing in these fountains of moralff° 
influence, a healing efficacy; and bygeels 
the medium of sabbath schools, mayihf G. 
bring the truth of God to bear directly)... 
and steadily upon the successive geff " 
nerations of their charge, in the form 
ing period of life. For our applica bly t 
tion of this influence, Fathers andfWe 
Brethren, we cannot too seriouslyfead 
remember, we are accountable — to 
our country, to ages unborn, to the 
Church of the Redeemer, and to 
God. 

“The young, it is obvious, are es- 
pecially our hope. Amidst peculiar 
dangers, yet with some of the bright-§ “\ 
est prospects which were ever open-Bays 
ed to man, they are hastening for-fpfa 
ward to the places of their fathers.ffo tl 
Let them be early clustered aroundfrs, | 
us as objects of our care. Be it ourfheir 
delightful work,#y every means, tofince 
engage their confidence and affection; Bhey 
to pre-occupy, with the incorruptible flict 
seed of divine truth, the ground toBusti 
which we look for the fruits of righte-filso 
ousness; to attach to the faith and Lor« 
the institutions of the Gospel those on Btan 
whom we depend to inherit them, by fRistr 
giving them early an acquaintance fprof 
with their nature and an experience fwer 
of their worth; and thus to arm for fala: 
the conflict, and train to appropriate Bion, 
duties, the destined soldiers of Inaman- frags 
uel.” one 
spec 
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ON PAROCHIAL FINANCES. 


In a well written essay on Paro- 
chial Finances, in the Theological 
Repertory published at the city of 
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‘ashington, we find some interesting 
marks of the learned Dr. Mason, on 
important subject. The work 
S, ang . . 
1d foggcom which they are taken not being 
¢ ‘thementioned, we do not know the occa- 
havelkion on hich they were made; but 
he fa hey are so forcible and just, that we 
2 &Gvubt not, they will carry conviction 
ve, of ? y 
morale the heart of every person, who 
nd byfeels an interest in the public worship 
mayiof God. ‘They are, we presume, ap- 
ec licable to most country parishes; 
eg 
formsnd we think, they may be as profita- 
nlicafply read in this Diocess as in others. 
andgWe therefore present them to our 
ouslyBeaders without any other remark, 
, a han to refer them to some excellent 
e " . 
bservations on the same subject, de- 
ivered by Bishop Bowen, to our last 
convention. 
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‘When men consecrate themselves” 
says Dr. Mason, “to the religious weal 
ofa people, and do, by that act, fore- 

0 the opportunities open to all oth- 
rs, of providing for themselves and 
heir families, a competent mainten- 
ance is the least remuneration which 
hey have aright to claim. It is the 
ictate of common sense, common 
ustice, and common humanity. It is 
ulso the express commandment of our 
ord Jesus Christ. But, notwith- 
standing these considerations, the mi- 
istry is little better than a starving 
profession. Not one man in twenty, 
vere he compelled to live upon the 
alary, allowed him by his congrega- 
ion, Could escape from beggary and 
ags. ©The certain effect is, on the 
me hand, to deter young men, of re- 
spectable ‘talent from the ministry al- 
together; and, on the other, to dis- 
courage, depress, and finally to ruin 
hose who are in it already. 

That degree of talent which fits one, 
TO" iso far as intellectual endowments go, 
ical Hor a useful minister of the Gospel, is 

oi fmuch rarer than many seem to ima- 
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gine; and, humanly speaking, has its 
temporal prosperity in its own power. 
When other pursuits invite by the 
promise of not only a maintenance, 
but of gain, and even of opulence, it is 
idle, it is unreasonable, to hope that 
youth of talents, without fortune, 

whatever be their piety, will serve 
the church of God at the expense of 
devoting themselves to infallible pen- 
ury, and all the wretchedness which 
belongs to it. They may desire, they 
may wish; and, in some instances, 
from that simplicity which never cal- 
culates or which flatters itself that 
something favourable “will turn up,” 
they may venture: but in general, 
they must turn away with a sigh from 
the employment, which of all others, 
their hearts most long after. Let us 
not hear of self-denial, spiritual-mind- 
edness, and an heroic indifference to 
worldly things, as characteristic of the 
true minister of Christ. Self-denial 
does not mean starving. The spiritu- 
ality of the father will not stop the 
cravings of his children when they ery 
for food; nor is there any heroism in 
preferring tatters and a hovel to de- 
cent cloathing and lodging, when they 
may be had. It is very convenient, 

no doubt, for men who are adding 
house to house, field to, field, thousand 
to thousand, to harangue, in a religious 
style, on the necessity of a minister’s 
imitating his master, “who had not 
where to lay his head;” when the 
practical inference from all this is in 
favour of their own pockets. They 
are wonderfully concerned for spiritu- 
ality and self-denial to be practised by 
their minister; but as to their own 
share of these virtues; as to their part- 
ing with a pittance of their pelf to 
render him comfortable—why, that is 
another affair. It is one of the most 
wicked forms of hypocrisy to plead 
for the cultivation of a minister’s hea- 
venly-mindedness, by way of an apo- 
logy for cheating him out of his bread. 

The sin of the neglect complained of 
is not equally gross in all. In some 
it proceeds from thoughtlessness: in 
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others, from incapacity to make a right 
estimate; but in most, it is the fruit of 
downright covetousness. There has 
been on this subject, an absurd squea- 
mishness in those whom the Lord has 
authorized to “live by the Gospel.” 
They have borne, and forborne; they 
have submitted to every species of sa- 
crifice rather than disoblige their peo- 
ple; and their only reward has been 
an accumulation of injuries and cold- 
blooded contempt. It is time for 
them to claim their due in a modest, 
but manly tone; and throw the fear- 
ful responsibility of expelling an en- 
lightened ministry from the church up- 
on those who are able, but not wil- 
ling, to support it honourably. We say 
an “enlightened”, ministry. For we 
have no conception that niggardly 
provision will soon strip her of every 
thing in theshape ofa minister. You 
cannot place the pecuniary recom- 
pense so low, as that it shall not be 
an object for some body. Fix your 
salaries at fifty dollars a year, and 
you shall not want candidates. But 
then they will be fifty-dollar- 
men. All genius, all learning, all 
high character, all capacity for exten- 
sive usefulness, will be swept away; 
and rudeness, ignorance, impudence, 
and vulgarity, will become the reli- 
gious directors of the nation. The 
man is blind who does not see mat- 
ters fast hastening to this issue in the 
United States. 

In the mean, time, such ministers 
as are better qualified for their sta- 
tions, are not only decreasing in pro- 
portion to the population, but, with 
few exceptions, are prohibited from 
cultivating the powers which they pos- 
sess. Remote from literary society; 
without libraries; without leisure to 
use what books they have; distracted 
with anxiety for their immediate sub- 
sistence; doomed to the plough or 
some other secular business, to keep 
themselves fed and clothed; their in- 
tellect becomes enfeebled; their acqui- 
sitions are dissipated; their ministry 
grows barren; their people indiffer- 
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ent, and the solid interests of Christi- 
anity are gradually, but effectually, 
undermined. Let the churches be 
warned. They have long slept on 
the edge of a precipice; the ground 
is caving in below them; and still they 
are not aware. Nota place of an 

importance is to be filled without the 
utmost difficulty. The search must 
be made from Dan to Beersheba; of- 
ten, very often, unsuccessfully; and 
when successful, it is only enriching 
one church by the robbery of another, 
The population of our country is in- 
creasing with unexampled rapidity; 
very incompetent means are used to 
furnish an efficient ministry; and the 
people themselves are throwing the 
most fatal discouragement in the way. 
All denominations seem to be engaged 
in a practical conspiracy to starve 
Christianity out of the land. Let 
them tremble at their deeds; let their 
loins be loosed, and their knees smite 


together, at the bare possibility that 
they MAY SUCCEED.” 


= + @@O@n-- 
For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE PREJUDICES OF EDUCATION. 


TuHereE is perhaps no part of the 
Christian world where the education 
of youth is at once so expensive and 
so neglected, as it is in the southern 
section of the United States. I may 
seem to have asserted a paradox; but 
shall be understood to refer to the 
lavish manner in which parents spend 
their substance on education conduct- 
ed at a distance, where no possible 
inspection of it can be exercised by 
themselves; or nearer them, under 
circumstances which imply their in- 
difference, to things, in a moral point 
of view, of high and everlasting im- 
portance. That our youth should be 
so taught, as that they may enter with 
advantage on the career of ambition, 
or the pursuits of wealth and civil 
distinction, is too generally, the sum 
total of our concern. The moral in- 
terests of life are left to take care o 
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themselves; or are committed to eve- 
ry variety of hazard, without any sen- 
ibility to the result-of education in 
this respect, until it is seen in all the 
evil of inveteraté scepticism, or incu- 
rable laxity and boundless latitudina- 
rianism. It is, in general, of too lit- 
ile moment with parents, what are 
the moral and religious impressions, 
which, with the elements of educa- 
tion may be received. But how can 
it, in fact, be unimportant, that during 
the period when the mind receives 
the impressions which are the most 
indelibly stamped upon it, it should 
be secured as far as by parental care 
it can be, against impressions, which 
in the parent’s estimation are false, 
or erroneous, or pernicious? The 
reasons of the parent’s opinions on 
moral and spiritual subjects, the 
youthful mind, during the period of 
the training of education, is not in 
general competent to perceive. Yet 
what Christian parent feels it not his 
duty to inculcate the opinions which 
he himself éntertains on such subjects 
—and induce a fond and affectionate 
adherence to them? The prejudices 
of education are the foundation of the 
religious and moral character of 
youth: remove these and you will 
see the whole system of character 
becoming loosened and unsound, 
And yet how are the prejudices of 
education to abide the influence op- 
posed to them, of opinions and sys- 
tems, by which schools and teachers 
may be characterized, and which 
schools and teachers may be pledged 
and bound to support and propagate! 
The following extract from a work on 
education, by the r2spectable Dr. Bar- 
row, author of the Bampton Lecture 
in 1799, places this subject in a clear 
and useful light—and may suggest to 
the minds of parents some new and 
ifteresting views of their most im- 
portant obligations. 
C. 


Amongst what have been called the 
vrejudices of education must not: be 


‘bigotry and prejudice. 
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forgotten ‘the momentous concern of 
religion. By the. infidel and _sceptic 
all sentiments of piety and devotion 
have been ridiculed or censured, as the 
mere effects of instruction and custom 
operating upon fear and folly; and 
the preference which the natives of 
one country give to their own sys- 
tem of faith and worship, is often stig- 
matized, by the inhabitants of other 
regions and the professors of other doc- 
trines, as the result of superstition, 
The eviden- 
ces for the truth of the Christian re- 
velation it is foreign to the present 
purpose to repeat. For the present, 
however, let it be observed, that to 
leave to each individual the choice of 
his religion, as recommended in the 
reveries of Rousseau, and therefore to 
leave him without any religion at all, 
till his age and learning have qualified 
him to make the choice, is a mode of 
proceeding, of which the absurdity 
seems equalled only by the danger. 

A small proportion of mankind only 
have leisure and abilitiés sufficient to 
enable them to compare with each 
other the different systems of doctrine 
and worship, that have been establish- 
ed in the world; a still smaller have ta- 
lents and inclination to form their own 
creed from their own observation and 
reflection; and that perhaps would be 
the smallest of all, which would adinit 
any impressions of piety upon their 

minds, if already pre-occupied with 
the passions of our nature and the bu- 
siness of the world. Nor could there 
upon this supposition be any prospect 
of attaining such concord and una- 
nimity, such uniformity in the ar- 
ticles of faith and rites of devotion, 

as have always been deemed necessa- 
ry to produce the due influence of re- 
ligion, and to support the best inter- 
ests of the community. That man 
should in every thing be formed or 

improved by his habits, was obvious- 
ly the intention of his Creator. 

And is that only to be left without 
the advantages of habit, which is the 
only firm foundation of the virtue of 
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the individual and of the peace of so- 
ciety; and on which.depends the hap- 
piness of time and of eternity! Hab- 
it only will enable us to perform what 
our duty and our interest equally re- 
quire: to regulate every sentiment of 
the heart by the will of God; to refer 
every action of life to his commands; 
and to hope from his promises the fi- 
nal reward of our obedience. 

Instances to the same purpose 
might be multiplied to almost any 
extent. But a sufficient number has 
been adduced to show how unfounded 
in many cases are the clamours of our 
opponents, and our own apprehen- 
sions, on the subject of the prejudi- 
ces of education. ‘They are often in- 
nocent in themselves, necessary to 
the weakness of our nature, and bene- 
ficial in their effects. An education 
without prejudices is, indeed, a notion 
dictated by the true spirit of philoso- 
phism, and expressed in its own jar- 
gon; for it is in practice an impossi- 
bility, and in terms, little less than a 
contradiction.* 

Let me not, however, be misunder- 
stood. My design in making these 
observations is not by any means to 
palliate or encourage those mean 
and contemptible prejudices, which at 
once narrow the mind, and harden 
the heart; but to recommend it to pa- 
rents and preceptors to establish in 


* The abolition of all prejudice seems to 
be the opposite extreme to what is some- 
times maintained by the same description 
of theorists, the doctrine of philosophical 
necessity. In the former instance they 
require the understanding alone to direct 
independently of the affections; and in 
the latter they maintain that the under- 
standing itself is irresistibly directed by 
circumstances and motives; and there- 
fore in no small degree by the affections 
and passions. It would, no doubt, be 
considered as a favour by the public, 
if each of these philosophers could in- 
form us, when we are, and when we are 
not, to believe him to be in earnest; that 
is, according to the distinction of Cicero, 
whemhe speaks with sincerity as a candid 
inquirer after truth, and when, in the ca- 
pacity of an orator, he only pleads the 
cause of his hypothesis or his party. 
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their children and pupils, by instruc. 
tion, discipline and habit, firmness of 
principle and consistency of character, 
It is certainly not desirable to prevent § 
the correction of errof or the diffusion 
of knowledge. But it is still less de. 
sirable to offer such information as is 
unsuitable at once to the capacity and 
the situation of those to whom it is 
offered; to unsettle those motives of 
action, which experience has shown 
are alone able to support the integri- 
ty of the individual and the peace of 
the community; or to propagate such 
doctrines, asthe state of the world and 
the influence of our passions will not 
permit us to carry into effect. The 
design here is, not to prevent the due 
exercise of reason, or to restrain the 
spirit of liberal inquiry; but to cen- 
sure that wild and unshackled freedom 
of thought, which disregards, or af- 
fects to disregard, all the influence of 
custom, all respect for ancient usage, 
and all the wisdom of former times; 
and which presumptuously decides 
upon all subjects of policy or morals, 
by lights entirely its own, without 
reference to the nature of man, or the 
frame of civil society, to acknow- 
ledged principles, or established prac- 
tice. The design is, not to encourage 
that bigotry of opinion, which denies 
all wisdom to those who dissent from 
us, and all merit to the natives of oth- 
er countries; but to censure that laxi- 
ty and indifference, which disguise 
their own deformity and spread their 
poison under the specious names ol 
candour, liberality, and moderation. 
The design is, not to recommend un- 
due warmth in our attachments or 
aversions, even towards their proper 
objects, and in the cause of virtue; 
but to condemn that unnatural and 
criminal apathy, which can be awak- 
ened to action or to pleasure only by 
such scenes of turpitude and horror, 
as shock the feelings and the under- 
standings of all therest of mankind. 
The design is, not to confine the al- 
fections, or limit the duties of human- 
ity te a family, ‘@ sect, or a climate: 
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but to stigmatize that romantic afiec- 
ation of universal philanthropy, 
which has been found to conceal the 
most culpable insensibility, and to ter- 
minate in the most despicable foolish- 
ness. ‘The design is, in short, to 
place man in that point of view, in 
which his Creator seems to have in- 
ended he should appear; as the crea- 
wre of education and habit; as res- 
ponsible alike for the acquisition and 
the exercise of knowledge; for the re- 
ligious and moral principles, which 
he may form, and for their effects up- 
on his conduct, in whatever situation 
the wisdom of providence may see fit 
to place him. 

I have dwelt the longer on this sub- 
ject, because it is peculiarly liable to 
mistake and misapprehension; _be- 
cause, if the remarks that have been 
made appear to be just, they show in 
astill stronger light the importance 
and the necessity of a right education, 
and because the force of much of my 
future reasoning will depend upon the 
ruth of what has been now advanced. 


—SIo—- 


For the Gospel Messenger. 


ON THE MORAL IMPROVEMENT 
OF SEAMEN. 


Tue following extract contains the 
sentiments of one of the most distin- 
cuished of American Scavans. Few 
men of the day are more profound in 
science than Professor Griscom. 
Happily, however, he is a Christian 
Philosopher. ‘To see pure religious 
sentiment so beautifully blending it- 
self with the splendour of intellect 
which shines in every page of this 
gentleman’s “Year in Europe,” is to 
see man in the most engaging light in 
which he can appear. Whatever of 
other and various information, this 
ost interesting work is calculated to 
give the reader, moral improvement, 
may certainly be derived by any one 
irom its perusal. 

“It is really a melancholy conside- 
ration, that of the thousands of this 
GOS. MES.—VOL. I. 
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class, that devote their lives, to so 
arduous and important a_ service, 
there should be so small a proportion 
that preserve a character of moral 
respectability. I speak of common 
sailors. ‘The number, I fear, is very 
small, who save from their wages, a 
sufficient sum to enable them to spend 
much time on shore, in a situation of 
comfort and improvement, or to se- 
cure a decent competency in sickness 
and declining age. The demoralizing 
tendency of a sailor’s life, is truly to 
be deplored. That they who occupy 
the most exposed, the most toilsome 
and dangerous situation, in the wide 
range of human pursuits, and who 
have therefore the greatest reason to 
recognize and invoke the protection 
of an overruling Providence, should 
be, in effect, the most regardless of 
that Providence, and by the immoral- 
ity of their lives, so generally bring 
upon themselyes, the reproach and 
neglect of the world, is a considera- 
tion painful to humanity. There are 
two causes which powerfully operate 
in this process of degradation—the 
free indulgence in intoxicating li- 
quors, and the habitual use of bad 
language. Is it not morally impossi- 
ble, that the sentiment of veneration 
for the Deity, should be cherished by 
him, who perpetually associates the 
name of his Maker, with the most 
frivolous, as well as the most passion- 
ate impulses of his mind? The prac- 
tice of swearing, I cannot but consi- 
der, as_ inevitably demoralizing. 
Greatly is it to be desired, that the 
benevolent spirit of improvement, 
which is so conspicuous a featur® of 
the present times, should be directed 
to this class of the community. [fa 
moral debt be due from one part of 
society to another, I cannot but be- 

lieve, that they who enjoy the bless- 
ings of ease and knowledge, and a 
due sense of the benefits of religious 
cultivation, ought to consider them- 
selves bound, as far as practicable, to 
alleviate the condition of sailors, 
more especially in relation to their 
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moral and religious improvement. It 
is a great mistake to suppose, that a 
ship cannot be conducted and govern- 
ed, without an habitual violation of 
the third commandment. Experience 
has amply proved the reverse. Ma- 
ny of the whale ships, which annually 
sail from Nantucket, are commanded 
by members of the society of Friends, 
who will suffer no harsh and vulgar 
language to be used. Captain Allen, 
who was gone thirty-two months, on 
one of these perilous voyages, stated 
on his return, that he had not heard 
an oath on board of his ship. Marine 
Bible Societies, may do much good; 
but associations for conferring the 
advantages of a virtuous and enlight- 
ened education, on young men destin- 
ed to become mates and captains of 
ships, would, in my opinion, be pro- 
ductive of the greatest benefits.” 

The Port Society which has been 
formed in this city, affords gratifying 
evidence of the existence among us, 
in no small degree, of the spirit which 
breathes in these interesting reflec- 
tions. Its object is the melioration 
of the moral condition of seamen. 
The effort of benevolence by which 
in connexion with the objects of this 
institution, a Mariner’s Church has 
been provided, where this description 
of men may regularly receive religi- 
ous instruction, and be allowed op- 
portunities of improving by their reg- 

clar exercise, their religious feelings 
and sensibilities, is honourable to its 
authors; and to the writer of this 
communication at least, it appears 
wise and judicious, that a stated min- 
ister should serve this place, who may 
be recognized by seamen as peculiar- 
ly their minister. In embracing 
among the objects of the charity, 
with which the Charleston Protestant 
Episcopal Domestic Missionary Soci- 
ety is charged, the giving opportuni- 
ties of Christian worship and instruc- 
tion to Mariners, the design has been 
to give the facility to the bringing the 
minds of these men under religious 
influence, which consists in adapting 





the religious worship to which they 
are invited, to the habits and feeling: 
which are induced by education. [ph 
all other conditions of human life, the 
importance of this principle is mani. 
fest. Why should it not be recognized 
in the case of seamen? There are 
always in this port, many mariners 
who were accustomed, before they 
became so, to worship and be in 
structed in religion, after the manner 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
Religious sensibility may the more 
easily be awakened and exercised in 
the minds of such, by means of their 
attendance on the ministry of this 
Church. It is this impression which 
has made it a duty to provide fo 
them the opportunity of this—and 
under this impression they will be 
encouraged to avail themselves of it. 
I will only add, if to give the Bible to 
the seaman for the companion of his 
perils and temptations, is an interest. 
ing charity, it cannot but be an inte- 
resting addition to it, to furnish him 
in the Book of Common Prayer, with 
the manual of religious offices to 
which perhaps, in his earliest life, 
when what impressions of religion he 
may have, first were made, he had 


been accustomed. 
MARINER. 


—-—Zm— 
FHliscellanecous Lutelligence. 


We publish with much pleasure 
and due acknowledgments, the follow- 
ing extract from the last Report of the 
Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. And we trust that 
we shall continue to deserve and en- 


joy the good opinion of that excellent 


and pious Institution, and that the fa- 
vourable anticipations which they 


have expressed, will be abundantly § 


verified. 

“In drawing near to the close of 
the Report, the Board feel it to be 
a duty, as well as a privilege and 2 
pleasure, to express their satisfaction 
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at the establishment of the Gospel 
Messenger. At first, it might appear 
to ‘be a departure from the sphere of 
their agency, to invite the attention of 
the Episcopal Public, to this monthly 
publication. But, neither the obliga- 
tion, nor the propriety of the act, can 
be doubted, after a moment’s reflec- 
tion. The Board regard it, as a new 
and important medium of communi- 
cation, with the members of the So- 
ciety throughout the State. They 
anticipate, from its pages, much good 
to the Church, and to this institution. 
They, feel, therefore, not only at lib- 
erty, but imperatively bound, to re- 
commend it to the patronage of every 
member of the Society. To other 
Episcopalians, in the Diocess, their 
zeal prompts them to give the same 
counsel, unasked, it is true, but not 
the less valuable, and as they hope 
The desire of 
the Board, is, that it may bea help 
meet for the Church: and an advo- 
cate for this Society, as a faithful aux- 
iliary of that Church. May the im- 
perishable light of gospel truth, in all 
its simplicity and beauty, glory and 
power, be ever a lamp to the feet of 
this Messenger of glad tidings: and 
may its great object be ‘the promo- 
tion of Christian knowledge, learning 
and piety.’ ” 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL SOCIETY. 
The Fourteenth Anniversary of 
the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina, was held on the 
Feast of Epiphany, Sows 6,) at St. 
Philip’s Church. Morning Service 
was performed by the Rev. Allston 
Gibbes, Assistant Minister of that 
Church, and an appropriate sermon 
delivered by the Rev. Maurice H. 
Lance, Rector of Prince George, 


Winyaw. 


The Board of Trustees then made 
their Annual Report, from which we 
have selected the following extracts: 

“The society have, long since, been 
made acquainted with the liberal. and 


e 
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very acceptable bequest of Miss T. J. 
De To.itenare to the Orphan 
House and this Institution, in equal 
shares. Her memory has been often 
blessed by the Trustees, and frequent- 
ly, hereafter, will it be blessed, in pub- 
lic and in private, by the members 
and other friends of our Society. 
We desire not that such as have only 
a competency, laid up for their fami- 
lies, should emulate such an example. 
But we believe there are many, who, 
in a few years, could spare from their 
overflowing coffers, a sufficiency to 
render them, not only the imitators, 
but the rivals of this lady’s munifi- 
cence. Charity moves in a more ex- 
alted sphere, and accomplishes more 
expansive and permanent good, when, 
besides the contribution for the cur- 
rent year, she prepares with liberal 
foresight, the means of future useful- 
ness. Doubtless, there are several, 
who could well afford from the large 
increase of a single season, to go and 
do likewise. Doubtless, there are 
more, who, if they adopt the resolu- 
tion, to make a correspondent ac- 
knowledgment, for the wealth be- 
stowed on them by Providence, could 
in a few years, without embarrassment 
to themselves, or injustice to their fa- 
milies, not only imitate, but surpass 
the liberality of our departed bene- 
factress. ‘To such persons, we feel 
permitted to say, that the earth will 
bring forth her increase, more abtin- 
dantly for them, if such be their works 
of faith and love; for the scriptures 
themselves have said “honour the 
Lord with thy substance, and with the 
first fruits of all thine increase; so 
shall thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst out with 
new wine.” ‘To such persons, we 
feel ourselves, moreover, privileged 
to say, that such acts, performed in 
the fear of God, and with good will 
towards men, show forth pre-eminent- 
ly, the faith of the doer by his works, 
and will be sources of hidden conso~ 
lation and strength, inthe hour of 
trial and in the day of affliction. 
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“Deeply sensible of the debt of grati- 
tude, due to Miss De To.uenare, 
the Trustees cheerfully co-operated 
with the Orphan-House, in erecting a 
memorial of her liberality in the cha- 
pel. The beauty and simplicity of 
this monument are a pleasing em- 
blem of the purity and unambitious 
excellence of the lady, to whose 
memory it is sacred. A suitable in- 
scription,* proposed by the commis- 
sioners, and cheerfully approved by 
the Board, commemorates the benevo- 
lence of our patron. But the Trus- 
tees felt, that this testimonial of re- 
gard was not all, that was due from a 
Society, which had been distinguished 
among the institutions, that strengthen 
and adorn the Church, as the sole 
object of her bounty. They have, 
accordingly, resolved, that a monu- 
ment be placed in St. Michael’s 
Church, and that this object be ac- 
complished in a manner, at once ho- 
nourable to the character of the de- 
ceased, and to the gratitude of her fa- 
vourite Society.— 

“The Board trust, that they fully 
realize the responsible station, in 
which they are placed; that they are 
deeply sensible of the destitute condi- 
tion of some of the country Parishes, 
and of the inadequate means of oth- 
ers. But they only, know the vari- 
ous calls on the Society: and, it is 


* The following is the Incription: 
THIS MARBLE 
Commemorative of the Beneficence of 
Miss TuHeresa J. De ToLLtenare, 


Is erected by the City Council of Charles- 


ton, 
And the Protestant Episcopal Society for 
the Advancement of Christianity 
in South-Carolina, 
As a Memorial 
of their grateful sense of her distinguished 
CHARITY. 

This Exemplary Lady, prompted by a 
Truly Christian philanthropy, bequeath- 
eda 
Considerable part of her Fortune to these 
INSTITUTIONS. 

The Widow and Orphan 
Will bless her memory. 

Miss De T. left upwards of $14,000 
to the two Institutions. 


believed, that they only can decide on 
the relative merits of conflicting ap. 
plications, and form the best judg. 
ment, on a comparison of all existing 
circumstances. On the Society, of 
whose Treasury, they have been ap. 
pointed guardians and almoners, they 
rely withconfidence. To their breth. 
ren in the country Parishes, they ap. 
peal with cheerfulness, assuring them, 
that the Board feel too strong and 
liveiy an interest in their present situ. 
ation and future prospects, not to re. 
gret the necessity of a refusal, more 
than they rejoice, when they are per- 
mitted to improve the opportunity oj 
rendering assistance. They have had 
the satisfaction during the past year, 
of contributing towards the ministra- 
tions of the gospel, in the following 
places: Trinity Church, Columbia, 
Christ Church, Upper St. Marks, the 
Church at Manchester, St. David's at 
Cheraw, and St. Paul’s, Pendleton. 
‘The Board are exceedingly grati- 
fied at the prosperity of the Church 
in Pendleton. ‘To the zeal and de. 
votedness of the minister (the Rev. 
Ropotexus Dickinson) whose la- 
bours have not been in vain: and to 
the energy, liberality, and faithful- 
ness of the authors of this good work, 
‘begun, continued and ended,’ in 
the Lord, they are sensible that the 
Society and the whole Church are 
deeply indebted: and if the thanks oi 
fellow-mortals be of any value, in 


comparison with the approbation o/ 


conscience, and the smiles of Heaven, 
those acknowledgments have doubt- 
less been made by many a heart, and 
many a tongue. 

“The appropriation, which has 
been regularly devoted, for some 
years past, to the increase of the Li- 
brary, was, unavoidably, suspended, 
during the last year. For similar rea- 


sons, the Board did not feel at liberty, 
during that period, to add any new 
publications, to those already printed 
by the Society. Yet, under these dis- 
couraging circumstances, the Society 
will be gratified to hear, that the f : 
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whole number of volumes, now in the 
Library, is 909. Since the last Re- 
port, 125 have been added to the 
catalogue, besides many numbers of 
the Christian Observer, Missionary 
Herald, Edinburgh Review, Evan- 
selical Intelligencer, Sunday Visi- 
tant, Jewish Repository, Israel’s Ad- 
yocate, and numerous Pamphlets of a 
miscellaneous nature. It is a plea- 
sing reflection, that of the whole 
number of Books, in the Library, 
about seven eighths have been pre- 
sents. The donors, during the past 
year, have been Rev. A. Gibbes, Rev. 
E. Rutledge, Rev. C. Hanckell, Rev. 
C. B. Snowden, Rev. F. Dalcho, Rev. 
A. Fowler, the Vestry of St. Philip’s 
Church, Mrs. Sarah Russel, Mrs. Sa- 
rah Dehon, Mrs. T. Ferguson, Mes- 
srs. Thomas 8S. Grimke, James Jer- 
vey, Jeremiah Condy, A. E. Miller, 
William Riley, E. Thayer, jun. Beek- 
man M‘Call, and Mr. A. Motte. 
“The Board trust, they will not be 
deemed importunate on this subject. 
It is believed, that the members of 
our Church do not generally realize 
the value of the Library to resident 
Ministers, to candidates for Holy Or- 
ders, to Clergymen on a visit from the 
country, and to Laymen of the Socie- 
ty, who prize the opportunities afford- 
ed by such an Institution. If those, 
who belong to our Church, in this Ci- 
ty, and who own respectively from 
300 to 1000 volumes, were to exa- 
mine their Libraries with a view to 
select, at the close of each year, half a 
dozen books, how many could they 
find, which it would be more blessed 
to give than to keep. The greater 
part of the works in a private Libra- 


ty, beyond 200 volumes, are seldom 


read more than once. The rest are 
of value, chiefly for occasional refer- 
ence. Yet, still, after making liberal 
allowance for every reasonable de- 
mand, every owner of a considerable 
library can spare many volumes, 
which are unproductive to him, and 


yet would yield a liberal interest year 
We 
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ask of our friends to hear us with can- 
dour: and if their views coincide not 
with ours, we have only to regret, 
that our talent for persuasion is so 
far inferior to our convictions of duty, 
and to our zeal. 

“The Society, will, doubtless, hear 
with the same pleasure, with which 
the Board received the information, 
that the widow of our former Dioce- 
san presented to the Society, in Au- 
gust last, a number of copies of his 
Sermons.* To the author, the debt 
of gratitude of the Church and of this 
Society, continually increases, the 
more they are read and admired, at 
home and abroad. To the giver, sul- 
fice it to say, that such a present from 
a stranger to him, and to us, would 
command our sincere thanks. From 
any member, it would be received as 
a testimonial of no ordinary attach- 
ment, as a gift of no common value. 
But from her, so affectingly and sa- 
credly related to him, and for his 
sake, so interesting to us, we have re- 
ceived them with emotions of pecu- 
liar sympathy, gratitude and esteem.— 

“The Books and Tracts distributed 
during the past year, have been as fol- 
low: 16 Bibles; 60 Prayer Books; 
12 of Dehon on Confirmation; 45 of 
Dean Stanley on the Faith and 
Practice of a Churchman; 13 of an 
Address to Christians, recommending 
the distribution of Tracts; 23 of 
Hints on Public Worship, or the 
Churchman instructed in the use of 
the Book of Common Prayer; 49 
on the Duty of Morning and Evening 
Devotion; 43 of a Serious Exhorta- 
tion to a decent and devout behaviour 
in Church; 18 of Bishop Andrew’s 
Devotions; 88 of a Familiar Expo- 
sition of the Catechism, recommen- 
ded by the Bishop and Clergy of this 
Diocess; 4 of Some Remarks on a 
Review of Spark’s Letters; 83 of 
Archbishop Secker on the Dutics of 


* 21 copiesin boards,62 bound in sheep, 
ilin calif gilt, and 4 in extra binding, 
making 98 copies. There are, besides, 144 
copies at the booksellers in sheets. 
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the Sick; 85 of Archbishop Synge’s 
Answer to all the excuses and pre- 
tences for not coming to the Ho- 
ly Communion; 86 of Grosvenor’s 
Mourner, or the Afficted Relieved; 
231 of a Catechism on Confirmation; 
1 of Dalcho onthe Divinity of Christ; 
24 of Bishop Gibson’s Serious Ad- 
vice to persons who have been sick, 
with a thanksgiving for recovery; 
and 12 of Tracts on Confirmation.* 
“The major part of the Prayer 
Books and Explanations of the Cate- 
chism, were given to the poor chil- 
dren in the Protestant Episcopal 
Sunday Schools of this city.” 


The following Officers and Trus- 
tees were then elected for the ensuing 
year: ' 
Officers. 

(The Right Rev. Nathaniel Bowen, 
D. D. is President, ex-officio.) 
Keating Simons, Vice-President. 
Thomas S. Grimke, Corresponding 
Secretary. 
James Jervey, Recording Secretary. 


Trustees. 
The Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, 
D. D. 

The Rev. Paul T. Gervais, 

The Rev. Frederick Dalcho, M. D. 

The Rev. Allston Gibbes, 

The Rev. Christian Hanckell, 

Robert Hazlehurst, 

Henry Deas, 

Elias Horry, 

Thomas Lowndes, 

Robert J. Turnbull, 

Thomas W. Bacot, 

Samuel Wragg. 

The Board of Trustees, at a meet- 
ing held on the same day, elected the 
following Officers: 


* The whole number of Books and 
Tracts, distributed since the formation of 
the Society in 1810—are 281 Bibles; 1502 
Book of Common Prayer; 51 of Dalcho on 
the Divinity of the Saviour; 44 of Nelson's 
Christian Sacrifice; 300 of Bishop Porte- 
ous’ Evidences, and 10,943 Tracts—mak- 
ing the total of Books and Tracts distribu- 
ted, 13,650. 
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Daniel Ravenel, Treasurer. 
Ebenezer Thayer, jun. Librarian, 


Book Committee. 
The Bishop, ex-officio. 

e Librarian, ex-officio.) 
The Rev. Dr. Gadsden, 
The Rev. Paul T. Gervais, 
Rob. J. Turnbull, 

Elias Horry. 












HOLY DAYS. 

There are two Festivals of our Church 
in the month of February. The first oc. 
curs on the 2d; when we commemorate 
‘“‘The Presentation of Christ in the temple, 
commonly called the Purification of Saint 
Mary the Virgin.” Some Churches keep 
four Holy-days in memory of the blessed 
Virgin, viz. the Nativity, the Annuncia- 
tion, the Purification, and the Assump- 
tion; but the Protestant Episcopal Church 
keeps only two, viz. the Annunciation and 
Purification; which, though they may 
have some relation to the blessed Virgin, 
do yet more peculiarly belong to our 
Saviour. The Annunciation hath a pecu- 
liar respect to his Incarnation, who being 
the eternal Word of the Father, was at 
this time made flesh: the Purification is 
principally observed in memory of our 
Lord’s being made manifest in the flesh, 
when he was presented in the Temple. 

On the Purification the ancient Chris- 
tians used abundance of lights both in 
their churches and processions, in re- 
membrance, as it is supposed, of our 
blessed Saviour’s being this day declared 
by old Simeon, to be a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, &c. which portion of Scripture is 
for that reason appointed for the Gospel 
for the day. A practice continued in Eng: 
land till the second year of King Edward 
VI. when Bishop Cranmer forbad it by 
order of the Privy Council. And from this 
custom we suppose it was, that this day 
first took the name of Candlemas-day. 
Wheatly on the Common Prayer. 

In conformity to the law of Moses, thef} 
Virgin Mary at the end of forty days 
after the birth of our Lord, came to the 
temple to present him to God, and to 
make an offering, which, in the case of a 
poor female, consisted of two turtle doves, 
or a pair of young pigeons. 

In the thanksgiving of women after 
child-birth, our Church has a custom re: 
markably similar, for she recommends, 
that she who “cometh to give thanks}? 
must offer accustomed offerings; which 
shall be applied by the Minister and thcef 
Church Wardens, to the relief of distress- 
ed women in child-bed.” Were this eus 
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wm generally observed in a city, more 
especially where the poor abound, its 
operation could not but be valuable. The 
presentation of our Lord in the temple, is 
happily imitated by those parents, who 
pring their children to public baptism. 
When this is done, as is frequently the 
case on the same day that the thanksgiv- 
ing of the mother is made, the imitation 
of Mary’s pious example, is still more 
striking. It ought, perhaps, to be re- 
marked, that the thanksgiving and pre- 
sentation, and offering, are spoken of by 
St. Luke as the act, not of one parent 
oly. The words are; ‘And when the 
jays of her purification were accomplish- 


arian. 
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norate Mei, ‘hey brought him to the Lord; and to 
‘emple, Moller a sacrifice,” &c. 

Saint There is another example in the holy 
s keep @Scriptures of the presentation of a child, 
lessed Mess remarkable, but still affecting, that of 


uncia- 
sump- 
church 


annah; who, it would appear, being 
ich, brought a costly offering and made 
is pious declaration: “I have lent him 


yn andito the Lord. As long as he liveth he shall 
may—epe lent to the Lord.” 
‘irgin® It is among the uses of this festival, that 
































©O out impressively reminds parents of their 
pecu-@ebt of gratitude to God, and of their 
being@Muty to bring up to his glory, and the be- 
yas atM@mefit of his creation, those children with 


yhom he has blessed them. 

The Collect for the day, teaches us, 
however, that this festival suggests in- 
truction to Christians in general. 

The festival of St. Matthias, occurs on 
e 24th. He was chosen an Apostle in 
he room of Judas Iscariot. He had been 
continual attendant upon our Saviour 
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‘laredfall the time of his Ministry, from his be- 
en theMog baptised by John till his assumption 
ure isgoto Heaven, which is intimated by St. 
ospel#eter. Hewas probably one of the Seven- 


ly Disciples; and had been a witness of 
bur Saviour’s resurrection; and of the 
most considerable passages of his life; so 
hat he was fit to proclaim abroad those 
matters of fact concerning his Master, of 
hich he had an equal evidence with the 
est of the Apostles. He continued at 
Jerusalem till the powers of the Holy 
host were conferred upon the Apostles, 
» enable them to discharge their difficult 
mployment; and then he is thought to 
have spent the first fruits of his ministry 
n Judea, with great success. He after- 
wards very probably travelled eastward, 
his residence being principally, according 
0 St. Jerome, near the irruption of the 
iver Apsaras, and the haven Hyssus. He 
vas by these barbarous people treated 
vith great rudeness and inhumanity, and 
ifter many labours and sufferings, in 
onverting numbers to Christianity, he 
obtained the crown of martyrdom. The 
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manner of his death is uncertain. Some 
report that he was seized by the Jews; 
and as a Blasphemer, was first stoned and 
then beheaded. Others assert that he was 
crucified, and that as Judas was hanged 
upon a tree, so Matthias suffered upon a 
cross. The Gospel and traditions pub- 
lished under his name, are rejected by 
learned men as spurious, though Clemens 
Alexandrinus relates a saying of his of 
great use in the life of a Christian: That 
we ought to mortify and subdue the flesh, 
and maintain a continual opposition to it, 
by granting it nothing whereby its irregu- 
lar and sensual desires may be gratified; but 
that we should on the contrary nourish and 
fortify our souls with faith and divine 
knowledge. 

We are reminded by this festival, that 
the wickedness of a minister does not 
make his commission void, nor render his 
office useless or imeffectual; and that 
the efficacy of an Ordinance does not 
depend upon the quality of the person, 
but the divine Institution, and the bless- 
ing which God hath. entailed upon it. 
Nelson’s Festivals and Fasts. 

The Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this Diocess, will 
meet in Charleston on the 18th of this 


month. 
—Qe— 
Literary Entelligence. 


A New Periodical publication has beeu 
commenced in New-York, entitled, The 
American Sunday School Magazine, and 
Journal of Education, issued in monthly 
Numbers of 32 pages each, 8vo. at $1.50 
per annum. 

Proposals have been issued by Mr. H. S. 
Tanner of Philadelphia, for publishing 
by subscription, a large sheet Map of 
Modern Greece, exhibiting on an ex- 
tensive scale, its cities, towns, villages, 
and fortifications, mountains, rivers, 
&c. at the price of $2 per copy. The 
profits are to be appropriated in aid of 
the Greeks. 

Preparing for publication; A new Map of 
the Land of Promise, and the Holy 
City of Jerusalem; delineating the 
most remarkable passages of Scripture. 
5 feet by 3, mounted on rollers, and 
coloured. $7. 


Hist of New Publications. 


THEOLOGY. 

The Family Prayer Book; or Book of 
Common Prayer, accompanied by a 
general Commentary, Historical, Doc- 
trinal, and Practical, &c. By Thomas 
Church Brownell, Bishop of the Pro. 
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Epis. Church in Connecticut, No. viii. 
4to. $1; which completes the work. 

A Discourse occasioned by the death of E.- 
P. Simons, Esq. and Archy Mason, Esq. 
both Members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, of the State of South-Caroli- 
na; delivered in the Representatives’ 
Chamber, on Sunday 7th Dec. 1823. By 
Robert Henry, A. M. Professor of Lo- 
gic and Moral Philosophy in the South- 
Carolina College. Published at the 
request of the House. Svo. pp. 14. 
Columbia, S.C. 25 cents. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Strictures on the Letters written by the 
Right Rev. Dr. England, and the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Encroe. By a Layman of the 
Reformed Church. 8vo. Charleston. 
1823. pp. 21. 25 cents. 

A Declaration and Protest of the War- 
dens and Vestry of Christ Church, Cin- 
cinati, against the proceedings of Bi- 
shop Hobart, and the Trustees of the 
General Theological Seminary of the 
Episcopal Church in relation to the 
Mission of Bishop Chase to England. 
8vo. Cincinnati, 1823, pp. 14. 

History of a Voyage to the China sea. By 
John White, Lieutenant in the United 
States Navy. 8vo. Boston, 1823. $2.75. 

Collectanea Greca Minora, being selec- 
tions from Greek Authors, for the use 
of young Students, &c. with Notes ori- 
ginally written and compiled in Latin, 


by Professor Dalzell, and now transla- ~ 
ted into English. To which is addeda 


small Lexicon, with English definitions. 
Svo. Lexington, (Ky.) 1823. 

A Digest of the Laws of South Carolina, 
containing the Public Statute Law of the 
State, down to the year 1822; A com- 
pendious system of the General Princi- 
ples and Doctrines of the Common 
Law, the Law of Courts Martial, and a 
great variety of Forms: the whole being 
designed, chiefly, for the instruction 
and use of the private citizen and infe- 
rior magistrate. By Benjamin James. 
Svo. Columbia, 1823, pp. 710. 6. 

Errata; or the Works of Will Adams, a 
Tale, by the Author of Logan, Seventy 
Six, and Randolph. 12mo. $2. 

The Pilot; a Tale of the Sea, by the Au- 
thor of The Spy, and the Pioneers. N. 
York, 12mo. 2 vols. $2. 

Travels through parts of the United 
States and Canada, in 1818 and 1819, 
by John M. Duncan, A. B. 2 vols. 
12mo. New-York, 1823. $2.50. 

The Christian and Miscellaneous Port 
Folio, an Original Work. By Rodol- 
phus Dickinson, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Pendleton, South-Carolina. 


List of New Publications. 


12mo. 


A. 

. AMERICAN EDITIONS. 

A Second Letter to the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Liverpool, in reply to that of 
the Rev. H. H. Norris, A. M. on the 
subject of the British and Foreign [i. 
ble Society. By the Rev. James Scole. 
field, A. M. Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge. 8vo. N. Y. 1823. pp. 67. 

Reliques of Ancient English Poetry, con. 
sisting of Old Heroic Ballads, Song, 
and other pieces of our earliest Poets, 
together with some few of later date. 
Ist Amer. edit. 3 vols. 8vo. Philad 
1823. $7. 

The New Edinburgh Encyclopedia, cov. 
ducted by David Brewster, LL. D. 
Vol. XV. Part 1. 4to. N. York. 

The Holy Bible, containing the Old and 
New Testaments; The Text taken fron 
the most correct copies of the presenifii 
Authorized Version. With the Margi. 
nal Readings;—A Collection of Parallel 
Texts;—and copious Summaries to eac 
Chapter. With a Commentary ani 
Critical Notes; designed as a help toi 
better understanding of the Sacred Wri 
tings. By Adam Clarke, LL. D.-F. ! 
S.-M. R. I. A. 4to. Part XXX. New 
York. 1823. $1.25. 

The Parts published comprise the 
New-Testament, and the Old Testament 
as far as Ecclesiastes, chap. x. Anothe 
edition of the same work is in the 
course of publication, to be complete‘ 
in 6 vols. royal Svo. at $6 a volume. 

An Easy Method of acquiring the reading 
of Hebrew with the Vowel Points, ac 
cording to the ancient practice. By « 
experienced Teacher. On a sheet of 
drawing paper, price 38 cents. T. UJ® 
Swords. N. York. 

Elements of the Chaldee Language, in 
tended as a Supplement to all the He 
brew Grammars, and as a General Ir 
troduction to the Aramean Dialects 
By the Rev. Wm. Harris, LL. D. Pre 
fessor of Hebrew at Hoxton Academy 
Eng. T.&J. Swords, N. York. 75 cts 

Remarks during a Journey through 
America in the years 1819, 1820, 182], 
in a series of Letters. With an Appen-f& 
dix, containing an account of several off. 
the Indian tribes, and the principal Mis- 
sionary Stations, &c.—Also a Letter t 
M. Jean Baptiste Say, on the.compara-# 
tive expense of Free and Slave labour 
By Adam Hodgson, Esq. of Liverpool fh 
Eng. 8vo. New-York, 1823. $2. 

Sermons by J. W. Cunningham, A. M 
Vicar of Harrrow, Author of the Velvet 
Cushion, World without Souls, &c. 8vo. 
New-York, 1823. $1.75. 


Philadelphia, 1823. pp. 179 





